
US COMMUTER 
TRAINS COLLIDE 



FAIRFIELD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Two commuter 
trains collided outside New 
York City during the eve¬ 
ning rush hour Friday, in¬ 
juring 50 or more people, 
authorities said. There were 
no reports of fatalities. 

The Metro-North Railroad, 
a commuter line serving 


Emergency workers arrive the 
scene of a train collision, Fri¬ 
day, May 17, 2013 in Fairfield, 
Conn. 

(AP Photo/C. Abraham) 

the northern suburbs, re¬ 
ferred in a news release 
to a “major derailment” 
near Fairfield, in southern 
Connecticut. It said emer¬ 
gency workers were at the 
scene of the accident, 
which came shortly after 6 
p.m. 

At least 50 people were in¬ 
jured, Police Officer Matt 
Panilaitis told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. He said there 
were no fatalities. 

Photos taken at the scene 
showed a train car askew 
on the rails, with its end 
smashed up and brushing 
against another train 
The railroad said the acci¬ 
dent involved a New York- 
bound train leaving New 
Haven. It derailed and hit 
a westbound train near 
Fairfield. Some cars on the 
second train also derailed. 
“At this stage, we don’t 
know if this is a mechani¬ 
cal failure, an accident 
or something deliberate,” 
Fairfield police spokesman 
Lt. James Perez told the 
Connecticut Post. □ 



People gather near a home that was invaded early Friday morning, in Uniondale, N.Y., May 17, 2013. A Hofstra University student 
was fatally shot during the home invasion and the man who broke into the house and engaged in a gun battle with police was also 
killed, the authorities said. 

(Robert Stolarik/The New York Times) 


JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN 
© 2013 New York Times 

A 21-year-old college stu¬ 
dent was shot and killed 
early Friday on Long Island 
after an armed man broke 
into the home she shared 
with her twin sister, held 
her hostage and then en¬ 
gaged in a gunbattle with 
police, authorities said. The 
man who forced his way 
into the home was also 
killed. It was not immedi¬ 
ately clear who fired the 
fatal shots, police said. 

The violence played out in 
the middle of the night on 
an ordinarily quiet residen¬ 
tial street, only blocks from 
Hofstra University, where 
the victim went to school. 
Students who were pre¬ 
paring for their last day of 
exams awoke to the news 
that one of their own had 
been killed, and the nor¬ 
mally festive atmosphere 


that comes with the end of 
the academic year turned 
terribly sad. 

The victim, Andrea Rebel- 
lo, was a junior from Tarry- 
town, N.Y., and was study¬ 
ing public relations. She 
shared the home with her 
twin, Jessica, and another 
young woman, according 
to the police. A young man 
was also staying at the 
house at the time. 

The suspect, who was not 
identified, knocked on the 
door of the home around 
2:15 a.m., and when one of 
the residents looked to see 
who was there, he burst in, 
according to police. 

He was wearing a ski mask 
and carrying a pistol, po¬ 
lice said. He held the twin 
sisters and the young man 
hostage but let the other 
woman leave, apparently 
to go withdraw money 
from a nearby bank ma¬ 


chine, police said. 

That woman took the op¬ 
portunity to call 911, and 
at 2:29 a.m. she told police 
that a gunman was holding 
hostages at her home. 
Within minutes, more than a 
dozen officers descended 
on the California Avenue 
block in Uniondale, N.Y. 
“Shortly after our arrival, a 
shooting took place where 
the suspect is killed and 
one of the female victims 
are killed,” said Deputy In¬ 
spector Kenneth Lack of 
the Nassau County Police 
Department. 

The details of the shooting 
were still under investiga¬ 
tion, the police said, but it 
appeared that the gun¬ 
man and the police ex¬ 
changed gunfire. 

“We are doing a forensic 
analysis,” said the Nassau 
chief of detectives, John 
R. Capece, who said a 


gun was recovered at the 
home. “We are going to 
get to the bottom of what 
happened.” 

Victoria Dehel, who lives 
four houses away, said 
she had just gotten home 
around 2 a.m. when she 
heard screaming. 

“It sounded like a bunch of 
drunk college students on 
a Thursday night and then 
it just got very loud,” Dehel 
said. 

“I was with my boyfriend, 
and we were just listening," 
she added. “And then the 
screaming just got worse 
and worse and worse. And 
then we heard thuds, like 
five bangs. 

“Me and my boyfriend 
went on the porch to see 
what was going on. And 
we saw cops flying down 
the block.” 

Continued on Page 7 
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Republicans broaden scope of IRS scandal inquiry 



Jeremy W. Peters 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Congres¬ 
sional Republicans - not 
resting with the Internal 


of confidential IRS docu¬ 
ments. In that context, he 
said, the screening of Tea 
Party groups for special 
scrutiny was not the scan¬ 


dal itself but “just the lat¬ 
est example of a culture of 
cover-ups - and political 
intimidation - in this ad¬ 
ministration.” “It seems like 


the truth is hidden from the 
American people just long 
enough to make it through 
an election,” Camp said. 
Taken aback, the ranking 
Democrat on the commit¬ 
tee, Rep. Sander M. Levin 
of Michigan, modified his 
prepared remarks to warn, 
“If this hearing becomes 
essentially a bootstrap to 
continue the campaign 
of 2012 and to prepare for 
2014, we will be making a 
very, very serious mistake.” 
Republicans raised a long 
list of issues. Camp con¬ 
tended, for instance, that 
a White House official’s di¬ 
vulging of a private com¬ 
pany’s tax status consti¬ 
tuted “a clear intimidation 
tactic." The 2010 incident 
involved an offhand com¬ 
ment by the White House 
economist Austan Gools- 
bee that Koch Industries 
had not paid corporate 
income taxes because it 
pays taxes through the per¬ 
sonal income tax code. As 
it turned out, that was not 
true, but the assertion was 
made in a discussion of tax 


reform ideas, not politics. 
The Republicans also criti¬ 
cized the publication of 
donors to the National Or¬ 
ganization for Marriage, a 
group opposed to same- 
sex marriage. That do¬ 
nors list surfaced mysteri¬ 
ously in March 2012 from 
a whistle-blower whose 
identity is still unknown. 
The whistle-blower appar¬ 
ently obtained it by simply 
requesting it from the IRS. 
Linkage to the health care 
law came through Sarah 
Hall Ingram, a longtime IRS 
official who has headed 
the agency’s Affordable 
Care Act implementation 
program since December 
2010. Before that, she led 
the IRS' tax-exempt and 
government-entities divi¬ 
sion, which contained the 
political targeting effort. 
“This is an audit, and it's 
helpful,” Rep. Tim Griffin, 
R-Ark„ said of the inves¬ 
tigation of IRS targeting 
by the Treasury inspector 
general for tax administra¬ 
tion, “but it’s the tip of the 
iceberg.”□ 


Steve Miller, acting commissioner of the Internal Revenue Service, testifies before the House Ways 
and Means Committee in Washington, May 17, 2013. The committee on Friday convened the first 
hearing on the Internal Revenue Service’s targeting of conservative groups, with Republicans 
eager to expand the scandal and Democrats in no mood to defend the nation's tax collector. 

(T.J. Kirkpatrick/The New York Times) 


Revenue Service scandal - 
are moving to broaden the 
matter to an array of tax 
malfeasances and “intimi¬ 
dation tactics” they hope 
will ensnare the White 
House. 

Republican charges range 
from the clearly question¬ 
able to the seemingly spe¬ 
cious, and they grow by the 
day. On Friday, lawmakers 
sought to tie the IRS matter 
to the implementation of 
President Barack Obama’s 
health care law, which will 
rely heavily on the agency. 
Whether they succeed 
holds significant ramifica¬ 
tions for Obama, who will 
soon know if he is dealing 
with a late spring thunder¬ 
storm that may soon blow 
over or a consuming squall 
that will leave lasting dam¬ 
age. 

Rep. Dave Camp, R-Mich., 
the usually mild-mannered 
chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Commit¬ 
tee, set the tone Friday at 
Congress’ first hearing on 
the targeting of conserva¬ 
tive groups by the IRS, lay¬ 
ing out details, from the 
alleged threatening of do¬ 
nors to conservative non¬ 
profit groups to the leaking 


White House sharpens focus after scandals 


MARK LANDLER 
MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
©2013 New York Times 

BALTIMORE - President 
Barack Obama, struggling 
to find his footing after one 
of his most turbulent weeks 
in office, will fry to push 
past the moment’s political 
furor with a focus on the 
few pieces of legislation he 
believes have a chance in 
Congress and on execu¬ 
tive actions that do not re¬ 
quire Republican approv¬ 
al. The president's aides, 
wary of what they say 
are Republican attempts 
to seize on scandals as a 
way of fhwarfing Obama’s 
agenda, have ordered the 
White House staff nof to be 
distracted by approach¬ 
ing hearings on Capitol Hill. 
Denis R. McDonough, the 
White House chief of staff, 
has fold those in the West 
Wing that he expects them 
to spend no more than 10 
percent of fheir time on 
the controversies. 

In a meeting with Demo¬ 
cratic strategists on Thurs¬ 
day morning, McDonough 


outlined a plan to intensify 
focus on revamping immi¬ 
gration laws, reaching a 
budget deal, and imple¬ 
menting the health care 
law. The White House is 


also preparing a new push 
to keep student loan rates 
low when the current ones 
expire this summer, on the 
theory that the best way to 
get past the scandals is to 
emphasize policy propos¬ 
als and contrast them with 
what the administration will 
portray as political games¬ 
manship by the Republi¬ 


cans. 

“We’ve got to stay fo¬ 
cused,” McDonough told 
the group of sfrategisfs, ac¬ 
cording fo Mike McCurry, a 
former spokesman for Pres¬ 


ident Bill Clinton who was 
at the meeting. 

Aware that few substan¬ 
tive bills can receive the 
bipartisan support needed 
to pass Congress in the cur¬ 
rent political climate, White 
House officials are also 
turning their attention to 
narrower policies Obama 
can implement on his own. 


On Friday, he flew by heli¬ 
copter to Baltimore, where 
he announced an accel¬ 
erated process for federal 
approval of infrastructure 
projects. “Others may get 
distracted by chasing ev¬ 
ery fleeting issue that pass¬ 
es by," Obama said to a 
crowd of 500 at a factory 
here. “But the middle class 
will always be my No. 1 fo¬ 
cus, period.” 

Republicans have already 
criticized Obama’s execu¬ 
tive actions as big-govern- 
ment overreach, and are 
likely to use the scandals 
to further their case, espe¬ 
cially as the White House 
turns to politically thorny 
areas, like greenhouse-gas 
emissions. Even as Obama 
spent the day in Baltimore, 
his adversaries in the House 
grilled the acting commis¬ 
sioner of the Internal Reve¬ 
nue Service and its inspec¬ 
tor general, trying to de¬ 
termine whether other of¬ 
ficials in the administration 
knew that conservative 
groups had been the tar¬ 
gets of special scrutinyO 



President Barack Obama speaks about jobs, at Ellicott Dredges 
in Baltimore, Friday, May 17, 2013, during his second “Middle 
Class Jobs and Opportunity Tour”. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 
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Record Powerball jackpot inspires office pools, hysteria 


BARBARA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 

In workplaces across the 
nation, Americans are invit¬ 
ing their colleagues to chip 
in $2 for a Powerball ticket 
and a shared daydream. 
The office lottery pool is a 
way to improve your odds 
and have a little fun with 
co-workers. And besides, 
who wants to be the only 


ROBERT BURNS 
LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
fense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel on Friday ordered 
the military to recertify all 
25,000 people involved in 
programs designed to pre¬ 
vent and respond to sexual 
assault, an acknowledge¬ 
ment that assaults have es¬ 
calated beyond the Penta¬ 
gon’s control. 

He said this step, which also 
applies to the military's ap¬ 
proximately 19,000 recruit¬ 
ers and must be complet¬ 
ed by July 1, is one among 
many that will be taken to 
fix the problem of sexual 
abuse and sexual harass¬ 
ment within every branch 
of the military. 

At a news conference with 


person at work the next 
day when everyone quits? 
With $600 million on the line, 
this is the time to play. It’s 
the largest-ever Powerball 
jackpot and the second- 
largest world jackpot of all 
time. And it could get even 
bigger before Saturday’s 
drawing. 

The Multi-State Lottery As¬ 
sociation recognizes the 


Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Hagel said 
he believes alcohol use is 
“a very big factor” in many 
sexual assault and sexual 
harassment cases, but 
there are many pieces to 
the problem. 

He and Dempsey spoke 
one day after all of the 
military’s leadership were 
summoned to the White 
House to discuss the sexual 
assault problem with Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, who 
has expressed impatience 
with the Pentagon’s failure 
to solve it. 

At his Pentagon news con¬ 
ference, Hagel said it has 
become clear to him since 
taking office in February 
that holding people ac¬ 
countable for their actions 


popularity of work pools, 
especially when the stakes 
are so high. In the last few 
years, lottery officials have 
offered tips for organizing 
pools. 

“The appeal is they can 
stretch the value of their 
$2,” said Norm Lingle, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the 
South Dakota Lottery and 
chairman of the Powerball 


is important, but simply fir¬ 
ing people is not a solution. 
He said he gets a lot of ad¬ 
vice on that. 

He said some ask him, 
“Well, why don’t you just 
fire some people?” He said 
his answer is, “Well, yeah, 
we could do that. And, you 
know, who are you going to 
fire?" Hagel signed a one- 
page memorandum ad¬ 
dressed to the uniformed 
chiefs and civilian heads of 
each of the military services 
requiring that the creden¬ 
tials and qualifications of 
all recruiters, sexual assault 
response coordinators and 
sexual assault victim advo¬ 
cates be reviewed to en¬ 
sure that they meet current 
standards. They also will be 
given refresher training on 
professional ethics and the 


Executive Committee. 

But it's important to be 
careful. Workplace pools 
that yield big jackpots 
sometimes result in lawsuits, 
broken friendships and 
delayed payouts. Follow 
these steps to make sure 
you’re ready to divide your 
winnings. 

KNOW THE RULES 
Lottery officials encour- 


impact of violations. 

“I am concerned that this 
department may be near¬ 
ing a stage where the fre¬ 
quency of this crime — and 
the perception that there is 
tolerance of it — could very 
well undermine our ability 
to effectively carry out the 
mission, and to recruit and 
retain good people," Ha¬ 
gel wrote. 

A catalyst for congressio¬ 
nal outrage has been the 
disclosure in recent days of 
at least two cases in which 
a military member with re¬ 
sponsibility for sexual as¬ 
sault prevention programs 
has himself been accused 
of sexual misconduct. 
Cases of sexual assault al¬ 
legations against military 
recruiters also have arisen 
recently .□ 


age pools organizers to 
lay down rules, put them 
in writing and distribute the 
details to all participants 
before the winning num¬ 
bers are drawn. 

Linda Golden, of Gettys¬ 
burg, Pa., may set the bar 
for how to manage an of¬ 
fice lottery pool. An em¬ 
ployee for more than three 
decades at a printing com¬ 
pany called Quad Graph¬ 
ics, Golden has organized 
a pool for years and re¬ 
quires everyone to sign in, 
showing they contributed. 
She had 14 co-workers on 
board when the jackpot 
pushed past $200 million in 
late March. 

They only won $4. But in¬ 
stead of distributing what 
would have amounted to 
about 27 cents a person. 
Golden bought more tick¬ 
ets for the $1 million Power- 
ball drawing on March 27 
without telling the others. 
She hit the jackpot and 
never gave a thought to 
keeping the winnings all 
for herself. One co-worker 
was a woman who used a 
walker because of a foot 
problem. Another had just 
been to the emergency 
room because of a knee 
problem. “I say it over and 
over again. That ticket we 
won was meant for those 
two ladies and the rest of 
(the group) is there for the 
ride,” she said. 

After taxes, each per¬ 
son ended up with about 
$50,000. 

Golden’s winning ticket 
has only stirred more ex¬ 
citement in her office for 
Saturday's giant Powerball 
jackpot. She estimated she 
had 26 people in her pool 
this time. 

“This time, it's starting to 
take up so much of my 
time. So many people 
wanted to join," she said. 
“It's kind of getting out of 
hand.” 

In Collinsville, III., just across 
the Mississippi River from 
St. Louis, seven firefighters 
were pooling their money 
for a $14 ticket that offered 
seven plays. 

Mike Harris keeps the pool 
in order by distributing a 
photocopy of the ticket 
to each contributor and 
scrawling their names on 
the handout. □ 



A sign at a store advertises the Powerball Lottery in Oklahoma City, Friday, May 17, 2013. Powerball officials say the jackpot has 
climbed to an estimated $600 million, making it the largest prize in the game’s history and the world’s second largest lottery prize. 

(AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki) 


Hagel orders review of sex-abuse prevention 
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OJ’s ex-lawyer contradicts his testimony on guns 


KEN RITTER 
LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — O.J. 
Simpson’s former lawyer 


KEVIN McGILL 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 

Days after bursts of gunfire 
brought a chaotic and 
bloody end to a Mother’s 
Day neighborhood parade 
in New Orleans, news of 
now seven arrests gave an 
organizer of the traditional 
event reason to celebrate 
again. 

“I’m just ecstatic," Edward 


defended himself point-by- 
point Friday against allega¬ 
tions he botched the for¬ 
mer football star's armed- 
robbery trial, and he testi¬ 


Buckner, president of the 
Original Big 7 Social Aid 
and Pleasure Club, said 
Thursday. 

Two brothers were booked 
with 20 counts each of at¬ 
tempted second-degree 
murder in Sunday’s shoot¬ 
ing spree in which 19 peo¬ 
ple were struck by bullets 
and one was injured while 
fleeing. Authorities said 
three people remain in criti- 


fied Simpson actually knew 
his buddies had guns when 
they went to a hotel room 
together to reclaim some 
sports memorabilia. 


cal condition. 

Akein Scott, 19, was cap¬ 
tured Wednesday night. 
A $10 million bond was set 
for him in the shooting case 
Thursday and he was or¬ 
dered held without bond, 
pending another hearing 
on an unrelated gun and 
weapon charge. His broth¬ 
er, Shawn Scott, 24, was ar¬ 
rested Thursday morning. 
The district attorney's of- 


Yale Galanter took the 
stand at an often combat¬ 
ive hearing on Simpson’s 
claim that his conviction 
should be thrown out on 
the grounds that his attor¬ 
ney did a poor job repre¬ 
senting him. 

Galanter denied giving 
Simpson the go-ahead to 
retrieve the photos and 
footballs he believed had 
been stolen from him. He 
denied keeping Simpson 
in the dark about plea 
bargain offers that carried 
only a few years in prison. 
He said his client agreed all 
along with the decision not 
to put him on the stand. 
And he disputed Simpson’s 
testimony from earlier this 
week when the former NFL 
star said he didn't know 
anyone in the hotel room 
had taken along guns. 
“When you look at the en¬ 
tire trial, I don’t think I could 
have fought harder, done 
more,” Galanter said of 
his handling of the case. “I 
put every ounce of blood, 


fice had said Shawn Scott 
would make an initial court 
appearance Friday, but 
court records show bond 
was set at $10 million for 
him in a hearing Thurs¬ 
day evening. An addi¬ 
tional $91,000 in bond was 
added for other drug and 
weapon charges. 

Five others were accused 
of helping suspects avoid 
capture. They are charged 
with being accessories af¬ 
ter the fact to attempted 
second-degree murder 
and obstruction of jus¬ 
tice, police said. The lat¬ 
est arrested Friday on that 
charge was 19-year-old 
Monique Pepe. Police say 
she allowed Shawn Scott 
to hide at her house. 
Motives for the shootings 
have not been given but 
police said the shootings 
were believed to be gang 
related and that the Scott 
brothers are thought to be 
members of a gang called 
the Frenchmen and Der- 
bigny Boys. 

The Dalai Lama, visiting 
New Orleans for the first 
time Friday, expressed 
condolences to victims. □ 


sweat and soul into it.” 

At another point, he said: 
“Simpson brought a lot of 
baggage into the court¬ 
room. It's not like the 12 
jurors didn’t know he was 
accused of murder and 
acquitted.” 

Simpson, 65, was found 
guilty in 2008 of kidnapping 
and armed robbery over 
the hotel room episode 
and was sentenced to nine 
to 33 years in prison. The 
conviction came 13 years 
after the sensational Trial 
of the Century, where he 
was acquitted of murder¬ 
ing his ex-wife and a friend 
of hers. 

When the hearing con¬ 
cluded late Friday after¬ 
noon, Clark County District 
Judge Linda Marie Bell told 
attorney she will issue her 
decision on the bid for a re¬ 
trial at a later time. She did 
not specify when the deci¬ 
sion would be released. 
Freed from the usual at¬ 
torney-client confidential¬ 
ity rules, Galanter testified 
that Simpson confided to 
him that he had asked two 
men to bring guns to the 
hotel room in 2007, and 
“he knew he screwed up.” 
On the stand, Galanter 
brought up the guns only 
after he paused and was 
reminded that Simpson 
had waived attorney- 
client privilege. “I’m very 
uncomfortable doing this,” 
he said. 

After the lawyer delivered 
the blow, Simpson didn’t 
move, looking straight 
ahead at his former coun¬ 
sel and confidant. 

Testifying about events 
leading up to the incident, 
Galanter said he was sur¬ 
prised when Simpson told 
him over dinner in Las Ve¬ 
gas that he and several 
other men were planning a 
“sting” the next morning to 
take back the mementos. 
Galanter said he advised 
Simpson not to take mat¬ 
ters into his own hands: “I 
said, ‘O.J., you've got to 
call the police.'” 

According to Simpson, 
Galanter advised him that 
he was within his rights to 
retrieve the items; told him 
not to testify at the trial; 
and failed to tell him pros¬ 
ecutors had offered plea 
bargains. □ 
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O.J. Simpson and his defense attorney Ozzie Fumo confer during an evidentiary hearing for Simp¬ 
son in Clark County District Court on May 17, 2013 in Las Vegas. Simpson, who is currently serving 
a nine-to-33-year sentence in state prison as a result of his October 2008 conviction for armed 
robbery and kidnapping charges, is using a writ of habeas corpus to seek a new trial, claiming he 
had such bad representation that his conviction should be reversed. 

(AP Photo/Ethan Miller) 


Arrests in New Orleans parade shootings cheered 
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Pa. coffee run leads to hatchet hitchhiker arrest 


KATIE ZEZIMA 
Associated Press 
ELIZABETH, N.J. (AP) — Two 

cups of coffee ended life 
on the run for an Internet 
sensation known as Kai the 
hatchet-wielding hitch¬ 
hiker. 

An employee at a Star- 
bucks in Philadelphia is 
credited with recognizing 
24-year-old Caleb “Kai” 
McGillvary, whose fledg¬ 
ling celebrity took a turn 
toward notoriety when 
authorities announced this 
week that he was wanted 
in the beating death of a 
New Jersey lawyer three 
times his age. 

The unlikely pair met amid 
the neon lights of New York 
City’s Times Square over 
the weekend and headed 
back to the squat brick 
home of 73-year-old Jo¬ 
seph Galfy Jr. on a quiet 
cul-de-sac in suburban 
Clark, N.J., authorities say. 
On Monday, Galfy was 
found beaten to death in 
his bedroom, wearing only 
his socks and underwear. 
McGillvary was arrested 
Thursday shortly after leav¬ 
ing the Starbucks and 
charged with killing Galfy. 
McGillvary gained a mea¬ 
sure of fame in February 
after intervening in an at¬ 
tack on a California util¬ 
ity worker. In an interview 
viewed millions of times on¬ 
line, he described using a 
hatchet he was carrying to 
repeatedly hit a man who 
had struck a worker with his 
car, fending off a further 


attack, and thus became 
known as “Kai the hatchet- 
wielding hitchhiker.” 

Galfy's funeral was held Fri¬ 
day in a small stone chapel 
in Warren, N.J. He was bur¬ 
ied in East Hanover. 

Galfy was an “excellent 
land use attorney,” said 
friend Robert Ellenport. He 
said Galfy loved to travel 
and was a fan of the New 
York Giants and the Seton 
Hall University basketball 
team. Galfy would fly to 
warmer climes to watch 
Seton Hall play its first 
games of the season and 
was urging Ellenport and 
his partner to travel to Bali, 
one of Galfy’s favorite va¬ 
cation spots. 

The victim’s sister-in-law, 
Diane Galfy, said at her 
home that “he was a very 
well-respected man. That's 
what we want people to 
know," she said. She said 
her husband didn’t want to 
talk and her children were 
devastated. 

Galfy was a respected 
lawyer who in recent years 
handled land use and do¬ 
mestic violence cases, ac¬ 
cording to Union County 
Prosecutor Theodore Ro- 
mankow, whose office is 
prosecuting McGillvary. 
The two knew each other 
through legal circles. 

“He was just a nice man, a 
gentle man, well-regarded 
in the community,” Ro- 
mankow said. 

In addition to his law prac¬ 
tice, Galfy was the attor¬ 
ney for the planning board 


in Green Brook, N.J., and 
played drums in a wedding 
band. 

Authorities said McGillva¬ 
ry was arrested Thursday 


evening after he walked 
into a Starbucks near a bus 
station in downtown Phila¬ 
delphia and ordered two 
coffees. The woman who 


served McGillvary recog¬ 
nized him and alerted her 
manager, who called the 
police. 

McGillvary took off before 
police arrived, Philadel¬ 
phia Police Commissioner 
Charles Ramsey said, and 
without his coffee. But an 
officer went to a nearby 
bus terminal and found 
McGillvary, who was ar¬ 
rested there. 

“He wasn’t lying low,” Ro- 
mankow said. “He was out 
there.” 

McGillvary was arraigned 
Friday and being held with¬ 
out bail on charges in Gal¬ 
fy’s killing, though a court 
official said he has a U.S. 
Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement detainer for 
three arrests in Canada in 
recent years.Q 



In this undated photo downloaded from the Union County Pros¬ 
ecutor’s website, Caleb “Kai' Lawrence McGillivary is shown. 

(AP Photo/Union County Prosecutor’s Office) 
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Faulted for sexual harassment, legislator will quit Albany 


THOMAS KAPLAN 

jesse mckinley 

©2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Assemblyman 
Vito J. Lopez, the once- 
powerful Brooklyn Demo¬ 
cratic leader who has been 
accused of sexual harass¬ 
ment by multiple women, 
infuriated elected officials 
in Albany and New York on 
Friday by suggesting that 
he would seek to remain in 
office through the remain¬ 
der of this year's legislative 
session and would then 
pursue a new political life 
as a member of the New 
York City Council. 

The Assembly speaker, 
Sheldon Silver, whose own 
handling of the initial al¬ 
legations against Lopez 
has been widely criticized, 
vowed to press ahead 
with an effort to expel Lo¬ 
pez from the Legislature 


immediately. And the City 
Council speaker, Christine 
C. Quinn, called for an all- 


out effort to prevent Lopez 
from winning election to 
that body this fall. 


“Vito Lopez should not 
spend another day in of¬ 
fice, let alone a whole 
month,” Gov. Andrew M. 
Cuomo said in a statement. 
“He should resign effective 
immediately and if he does 
not, he must be expelled." 
The denunciations from the 
state’s leading Democratic 
officials demonstrated the 
remarkably steep fall of Lo¬ 
pez. Until he was publicly 
accused of harassment, 
he had been a political 
boss with considerable in¬ 
fluence in Brooklyn, where 
he controlled a sprawl¬ 
ing nonprofit agency, the 
Ridgewood Bushwick Se¬ 
nior Citizens Council, that 
served as a de facto politi¬ 
cal machine for him and his 
allies, and in Albany, where 
he had clout as chairman 
of the Housing Committee. 
The Assembly last year cen¬ 


sured Lopez for sexually 
harassing two women who 
worked for him, and it had 
previously secretly settled 
two other harassment al¬ 
legations against him. But 
the anger over his conduct 
intensified this week, after 
the state's Joint Commis¬ 
sion on Public Ethics issued 
a report detailing the be¬ 
havior alleged by multiple 
women, and on Thursday, 
Cuomo and Silver, both 
Democrats, said they want¬ 
ed the Assembly to expel 
Lopez. 

On Friday, facing rising 
calls for his ouster from the 
Legislature, Lopez, 71, tried 
to quiet the uproar by is¬ 
suing a seven-sentence 
statement in which he said 
he would resign on the 
last scheduled day of this 
year’s legislative session, 
June 20. □ 



Assemblyman Vito Lopez, who has been accused of sexual ha¬ 
rassment by multiple women, in the New York State Assembly 
chamber, in Albany, N.Y. 

(Nathaniel Brooks/The New York Times) 


Abortion law in Arkansas is blocked by U.S. judge 


ERIK ECKHOLM 
© 2013 New York Times 

A federal judge on Friday 
temporarily blocked en¬ 


forcement of one of the 
country’s most stringent 
abortion laws, an Arkansas 
ban on the procedure at 


the 12th week of pregnan¬ 
cy, saying the law was likely 
to be declared unconstitu¬ 
tional. 


Adopted in March, the law 
was the sharpest challenge 
yet to the standard set by 
the Supreme Court. 

Roe v. Wade in 1973 and 
later decisions determined 
that a woman has a right 
to an abortion up to the 
point that a fetus is viable 
outside the womb, usually 
around 24 weeks. 

Abortion rights groups 
quickly brought a legal 
challenge, resulting in Fri¬ 
day’s preliminary injunc¬ 
tion, which was issued 
by Judge Susan Webber 
Wright of U.S. District Court 
in Little Rock. 

The injunction will prevent 
the law from taking effect 
on its scheduled date of 
Aug. 16 and will remain in 
place until the judge hears 
final arguments and rules 
on its constitutionality. 

Also in March, North Da¬ 
kota passed an even more 
restrictive law, banning 


abortions at the sixth week 
of pregnancy, 
which is before many 
women even know they 
are pregnant. 

The Center for Reproduc¬ 
tive Rights, a New York- 
based group that chal¬ 
lenged the Arkansas law, 
along with the American 
Civil Liberties Union, said 
it planned to file a plea in 
North Dakota to block that 
law before it takes effect 
Aug. 1. 

In both states, 
the sharp time limits were 
linked by legislators to the 
detection of fetal heart¬ 
beats. They were the first 
victories for an impatient 
faction of the anti-abortion 
movement that wants to 
strike major blows against 
abortion rather than chip¬ 
ping away at Roe v. Wade 
with less sweeping rules 
that are more likely to pass 
constitutional muster. □ 
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She said she heard what 
sounded like a woman 
pleading for her life. 

“It didn't sound good at 
all," Dehel said. “I turned 
to my boyfriend and I said, 
‘I think someone just got 
murdered.’ It was awful.” 
Around the same time, 
she said, she watched as 
more than a dozen heavily 
armed police officers ap¬ 
proached the house, some 
holding bulletproof shields 


in front of them. The police 
ordered her to go back 
inside. Audio recordings 
of police communications 
paint a picture of a chaot¬ 
ic and frightening scene. In 
one conversation, officers 

can be heard saying that 
the suspect was pointing 
a gun at the head of one 
of the hostages. The over¬ 
night shooting stunned stu¬ 
dents at Hofstra, who were 
just completing their final 
exams and preparing for 
the summer break. 


NM mom: I followed instincts 
in chasing down an abductor 


RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — 

Melissa Torrez didn’t even 
think when teenagers in her 
apartment complex said a 
man had just grabbed her 
4-year-old girl and drove 
away. 

She jumped in her car and 
began chasing the brown 
Buick through traffic, zig¬ 
zagging on Interstate 40 
at high speeds and stay¬ 
ing with the car even as it 
bluffed trying to exit in an 
attempt to lose her. 

Many called Torrez a hero 
after her story came out 
Wednesday. But Torrez said 
Friday that she was just a 
mother following her in¬ 
stincts. 

“My mind went black. I 
grabbed my keys,” said 
the 27-year-old mother of 
three. “I just got in my car 
and I ... went looking for 
her.” 

Torrez said she remained 
only focused on getting her 
daughter back and quickly 
drove around the com¬ 
plex as teenagers chased 
the suspected abductor, 
later identified by police as 
31-year-old David Hernan¬ 
dez. The teenagers pointed 
out his whereabouts, she 


said. 

Torrez said she eventually 
found a man in a brown 
Buick who led her on a 
high-speed chase through¬ 
out Albuquerque. 

“I felt like I was flying ... as 
if I didn't have my soul or 
something,” she said. 

The frantic mom was able 
to corner the man in the 
Buick at an apartment 
complex with no exit. She 
said as she drove toward 
his vehicle, she lost control 
of her car and struck his 
car. 

“I wasn’t trying to hit it be¬ 
cause I thought my daugh¬ 
ter was inside,” Torrez said. 
Torrez said the man got out 
of the car and raised his 
hands but took off running 
when police arrived. She 
then ran toward the car to 
search for her daughter but 
the vehicle was empty. An 
empty infant car seat was 
the only thing left. 
According to a police re¬ 
port, Hernandez pushed 
the 4-year-old out of the 
car at the Saint Anthony's 
Plaza Apartment complex 
shortly after the abduc¬ 
tion “presumably once he 
noticed Torrez had been 
notified and was following 
him.”G 
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In this photo copied from the 2010 Sleepy Hollow High School 
yearbook, high school student Andrea Rubello is shown. Police 
said Rubello, a junior at Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y., 
was shot and killed Friday, May 17,2013, during a break-in near 
the college campus. 

(AP Photo/Sleepy Hollow High School) 


The university sent a text ing, but providing few de¬ 
message to students Friday tails. 

alerting them to the shoot- Hofstra's president, Stuart 


Rabinowitz, issued a state¬ 
ment later in the day con¬ 
firming that a student had 
been killed. 

“We do not yet know all 
of the relevant details,” he 
said. “What we do know is 
that a young member of 
fhe Hofstra family has been 
faken from us in a sense¬ 
less act of violence. Our 
hearts and minds and our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with her family, her friends 
and her classmates.” 
University officials said 
commencement cer¬ 
emonies would go on as 
scheduled this weekend. 
Students were planning to 
gather on campus, where 
the flags were flown af 
half-sfaff, on Friday eve¬ 
ning to remember Andrea 
Rebello. □ 
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Bombs targeting Sunnis kill at least 76 in Iraq 


SAMEER N. YACOUB 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Bombs 
ripped through Sunni ar¬ 
eas in Baghdad and sur¬ 
rounding areas Friday, kill¬ 
ing at least 76 people in 
the deadliest day in Iraq 
in more than eight months. 
The major spike in sectar¬ 
ian bloodshed heightened 
fears the country could 
again be veering toward 
civil war. 

The attacks followed two 
days of bombings target¬ 
ing Shiites, including bus 
stops and outdoor markets, 
with a total of 130 people 
killed since Wednesday. 
Scenes of bodies sprawled 
across a street outside a 
mosque and mourners 
killed during a funeral pro¬ 
cession were reminiscent 
of some of the worst days 
of retaliatory warfare be¬ 
tween the Islamic sects 
that peaked in 2006-2007 
as U.S. forces battled ex¬ 
tremists on both sides. 
Tensions have been inten¬ 
sifying since Sunnis began 
protesting what they say is 
mistreatment at the hands 
of the Shiite-led govern¬ 
ment, including random 
detentions and neglect. 


The protests, which began 
in December, have largely 
been peaceful, but the 
number of attacks rose 
sharply after a deadly se¬ 
curity crackdown on a Sun¬ 
ni protest camp in northern 
Iraq on April 23. 

Majority Shiites control the 
levers of power in post-Sad¬ 


dam Hussein Iraq. Wishing 
to rebuild the nation rather 
than revert to open war¬ 
fare, they have largely re¬ 
strained their militias in the 
past five years or so as Sun¬ 
ni extremist groups such as 
al-Qaida have frequently 
targeted them with large- 
scale attacks. 


Nobody claimed respon¬ 
sibility for Friday’s attacks, 
but the fact they occurred 
in mainly Sunni areas raised 
suspicion that Shiite mili¬ 
tants were involved. The 
bombs also were largely 
planted in the areas, as op¬ 
posed to the car bombings 
and suicide attacks that 


al-Qaida in Iraq and other 
Sunni insurgents are known 
to use. Talal al-Zobaie, a 
Sunni lawmaker, called on 
politicians across the reli¬ 
gious and ethnic spectrum 
to put aside their differenc¬ 
es and focus on protecting 
the nation. 

“The terrorist attacks on 
Sunni areas today and on 
Shiite areas in the past two 
days are an indication that 
some groups and regional 
countries are working hard 
to reignite the sectarian 
war in Iraq,” he said. “The 
government should ad¬ 
mit that it has failed to se¬ 
cure the country and the 
people, and all security 
commanders should be re¬ 
placed by efficient people 
who can really confront 
terrorism. Sectarianism that 
has bred armies of widows 
and orphans in the past 
is now trying to make a 
comeback in this country, 
and everybody should be 
aware of this.” 

The areas hit Friday were 
all former Sunni insurgent 
strongholds that saw some 
of the fiercest fighting of 
the U.S.-led war as sectar¬ 
ian rivalries nearly tore the 
country apartO 



Followers of Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr pray during Friday prayers in the Shiite stronghold of 
Sadr City in Baghdad, Iraq, Friday,May 17, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Karim Kadim) 


Tunisia bans ultraconservative Islamist groups’ conference 


BOUAZZA BEN BOUAZZA 
Associated Press 
TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Tuni¬ 
sia's Interior Ministry on Fri¬ 
day banned a conference 
by the North African coun¬ 
try's most prominent ultra¬ 
conservative Islamic group, 
setting up the possibility of 
a confrontation over the 
weekend. 

The ministry statement, 
which appeared on their 
Facebook site, said Ansar 
al-Shariah's annual confer¬ 
ence to be held in Tunisia’s 
holy city of Kairouan was 


not in compliance with the 
laws governing assembly 
and was a threat to public 
order. 

Part of the ultraconserva¬ 
tive salafi Muslim trend that 
gained popularity follow¬ 
ing the overthrow of Tuni¬ 
sia’s secular dictatorship in 
2011, Ansar al-Shariah calls 
for the strict application of 
Islamic law. 

The group’s leader, Seifal- 
lah Ben Hassine, is wanted 
in connection with an at¬ 
tack by a mob on the U.S. 
Embassy in Tunisia last Sep¬ 


tember. Salafi groups have 
also been accused of at¬ 
tacking cinemas, 
art galleries and police sta¬ 
tions. 

The ministry statement said 
that the right to assembly 
was protected in the coun¬ 
try, but only in the frame¬ 
work of the existing laws. 
“Those who attack the 
state and its institutions, at¬ 
tempt to foment anarchy, 
threaten stability, or incite 
violence and hate must 
take full responsibility,” the 
ministry statement said. 


The decision, taken even 
as followers of Ansar al- 
Shariah have been arriv¬ 
ing in Kairouan, sets up a 
confrontation between the 
government, which is led 
by the moderate Islamist 
Ennahda Party and Ansar 
al-Shariah. 

The group's spokesman, 
Seifeddine Rais, warned 
the state in a news con¬ 
ference Thursday against 
police intervention against 
the conference. 

“If the government tries to 
stop the Kairouan congress. 


it will bear full responsibility 
for any blood spilled,” he 
said in a mosque where the 
conference was held. 

“The greater the pressure 
put on us, the greater the 
risk of an explosion.” 

He added that the group 
had not applied for a 
permit to hold their con¬ 
ference, which last year 
featured martial arts con¬ 
tests and displays of horse¬ 
manship, because “when 
we preach the words 
of God we do not need 
authorization. ”□ 
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$1M in jewelry 
stolen near 
Cannes film test 

Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Thieves 
ripped a safe from the wall 
of a hotel room near the 
Cannes Film Festival and 
made off with around $1 
million worth of jewelry, in a 
brazen late-night burglary 
just hours after the screen¬ 
ing of a film about break- 
ins at the homes of Holly¬ 
wood celebrities, French 
officials said Friday. 

The apparently well- 
planned robbery at the 
Novotel hotel took place 
in the room of an employ¬ 
ee of Chopard, the Swiss- 
based watch and jewelry 
maker and festival sponsor 
that was hosting a splashy 
gala event in a far ritzier 
hotel around the same 
time, officials said. 

Chopard has loaned jew¬ 
elry to A-list stars who walk 
on the festival’s famed red 
carpet under rapid-fire 
flashes of photographers’ 
cameras. Already this 
year model Carla Delev- 
ingne and actress Julianne 
Moore have walked the 
carpet in Chopard gems. 
“The jewels stolen are not 
part of the collection of 
jewels that are worn by ac¬ 
tresses during the Cannes 
film festival,” Chopard 
spokeswoman Raffaella 
Rossiello told reporters in a 
brief statement Friday. 
Cmdr. Bernard Mascarelli, 
a judicial police spokes¬ 
man in the nearby city of 
Nice, said he didn't know 
the exact type of jewelry 
taken, or its exact value. 
“Numbers have been put 
forward that we’re still try¬ 
ing to verify, but the figure 
of $1 million ... we're in that 
range,” he said. Jean-Mi- 
chel Caillau, a state pros¬ 
ecutor in nearby Grasse 
who is leading the investi¬ 
gation, said early estimates 
were that the loot could 
have been worth as much 
as $1.4 million.O 


Woman describes Berlusconi’s ‘bunga bunga’ parties 


COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi’s private disco 
featured not only aspiring 
showgirls performing strip¬ 
tease acts as sexy nuns 
and nurses, but one wom¬ 
an dressed up as President 
Barack Obama and a 
prominent Milan prosecu¬ 
tor whom the billionaire 
media mogul has accused 
of persecuting him, ac¬ 
cording to the first public 
sworn testimony by the 
Moroccan woman at the 
center of the scandal. 
Karima el-Mahroug's tes¬ 
timony Friday at the trial 
of three former Berlusconi 
aides accused with pro¬ 
curing her and other wom¬ 
en for prostitution confirms 
a sexually charged at¬ 
mosphere at the “bunga 
bunga” parties of the 
then-sitting premier. The 
trial is separate from the 
one in which Berlusconi is 
charged with paying for 
sex with a minor — el-Mah- 
roug when she was 17 — 
and trying to cover it up. 
El-Mahroug, now 20, said 
she attended about a 
half-dozen parties, using 
her nickname Ruby, and 
that after each, Berlus¬ 
coni handed her an enve¬ 
lope with up to 3,000 euros 
($3,900) in denominations 
of 500. She said she later 
received 30,000 euros cash 
from the then-premier paid 
through an intermediary — 
money that she told Berlus¬ 
coni she wanted to use to 
open a beautician salon 
despite having no formal 
training. 

But she denied that Berlus¬ 
coni had ever given her 5 
million euros ($6.43 million). 
She said she told acquain¬ 
tances and even her fa¬ 
ther that she was going to 
receive such a large sum 
“as a boast," but that it 
was a lie to make her seem 


more important. 

The three Berlusconi aides 
— Emilio Fede, an execu¬ 
tive in Berlusconi’s media 
empire; Nicole Minetti, a 
former dental hygienist, 
showgirl and local politi¬ 
cian, and talent agent 
Dario “Lele” Mora — are 


cy but didn’t have proper 
identity documents, and 
wound up landing a job 
as a hostess in nightclubs, 
earning around 100 euros 
($130) a night. 

She frequently changed 
accommodation during 
that time, staying for pe¬ 


was a famous Arab singer 
and that she was related 
to then-Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. She was 17 
at the time but had passed 
herself off as being 23 or 24. 
El-Mahroug confirmed Fri¬ 
day what other witnesses 
have testified previously: 



Karima el-Mahroug's is escorted outside the Milan's Law court by two Carabinieri police officers 
after giving her testimony at the trial of three former Berlusconi aides accused with procuring her 
and other woman for prostitution, in Milan, Italy, Friday, May 17, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Luca Bruno) 


accused of recruiting 
women for prostitution 
at the parties and abet¬ 
ting prostitution, including 
of a minor. They deny the 
charges. El-Mahroug has 
made carefully orches¬ 
trated statements to the 
media since the scandal 
broke, but has never pub¬ 
licly given sworn testimony. 
Both she and Berlusconi 
deny having had sex. 
Dressed soberly with her 
hair pulled back, El-Mah- 
roug said she first made 
contact with Berlusconi’s 
inner circle when she par¬ 
ticipated in a beauty con¬ 
test organized by Fede in 
Sicily when she was 16. 
After that she made her 
way to Milan, hoping to find 
work. She said she tried to 
get work through another 
defendant’s talent agen¬ 


riods of days with people 
whose names she no lon¬ 
ger recalls. 

Eventually, she ran into 
Fede at a restaurant, 
where she reminded him 
of his promise in Sicily to 
help her. Shortly thereafter, 
she was invited to a dinner 
party, at Berlusconi's villa 
outside of Milan. 

She testified that she met 
the premier that night — 
on Valentine’s Day in 2010 
— and that he gave her an 
envelope of 2,000 to 3,000 
euros ($2,600 to $3,900) as 
she was leaving, saying it 
was “a little help” and ask¬ 
ing for her telephone num¬ 
ber, which she gave him. 
At that party, she said, 
she introduced herself as 
Ruby and told other guests 
a fake tale that she was 
Egyptian, that her mother 


that at some of the soirees, 
young female party guests 
had dressed up like nuns 
and danced for Berlusconi 
and then stripped down to 
their underwear. 

The parties took place in 
a disco in Berlusconi's villa 
equipped with a lap dance 
pole. El-Mahroug told the 
court that there was some¬ 
times a singer who is close 
to Berlusconi at the par¬ 
ties, but most of the guests 
were young women. While 
she went home in a taxi 
alone the first night, other 
times, she testified, she 
slept in a guest room by 
herself. Since she only had 
the dress she was wear¬ 
ing, she was given a track 
suit in the morning to have 
breakfast, and sometimes 
stayed for lunch, leaving in 
the late afternoon. □ 
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Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations PA# /BBS WOE 

ONLY - Present coupon at boarding OOw 01U//39 h #03 


Mon & Fri 5-7pm $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 

^ additional days upon request/seasonal 



tels between Holiday Inn and Marriott s awe g|Q p er couple/pef COUpOn for 

morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 

586 8107/592 7858 per coupon for afternoon cruise 


Venezuela’s military enters high-crime slums near Caracas 


KARL RITTER 

Associated Press 

PETARE, Venezuela (AP) 

— Stern-looking soldiers 
clutching assault rifles 
wave down the beat-up 
Chevy Caprice entering 
this sprawling slum on the 
outskirts of Caracas. 
Flashlights in his face, the 
driver steps out and places 
his hands on the roof while 
the soldiers frisk him for 
drugs and weapons. 

He’s clean, and a hand 
gesture from the com¬ 
manding officer sends 
him off into the maze of 
ramshackle homes that 
is Petare, one of the most 
dangerous parts of Ven¬ 
ezuela's notoriously crime- 


infested capital. 

Since Monday, this scene 
is playing out day and 
night at dozens of military 
checkpoints set up here in 
the socialist government’s 
latest attempt to control 
the oil-rich country's pan¬ 
demic of violence. 

Critics dismiss the “Secure 
Homeland” initiative as a 
political charade that risks 
degenerating into human 
rights abuses while hav¬ 
ing no lasting impact on 
crime. But to many resi¬ 
dents, weary of being ter¬ 
rorized by armed gangs, 
seeing troops on the streets 
is a welcome projection of 
government power. 

“You have to act force- 
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fully so that people feel 
the force of the state,” said 
47-year-old Irving Garcia, 
an unemployed former 
Army reservist, who like 
many Caracas residents 
has firsthand experience of 
violent crime. Garcia said 
he was shot in the chest 


siders, including police. 
Chavez banned gun sales, 
expanded a new national 
police force and stepped 
up policing and other pro¬ 
grams in high-crime areas. 
Now, his hand-picked suc¬ 
cessor, Nicolas Maduro, 
is adding military muscle 


emblematic cases in which 
the use of the armed forc¬ 
es resulted in dispropor- 
tional force.” She said they 
include the 1989 street riots 
known as the “Caracazo,” 
when 300 people were 
killed, and a 1992 prison 
riot in Caracas in which 63 


A National Guard soldier frisks a man outside his car at a checkpoint that is part of the “Secure 
Homeland” initiative in Petare, one of the most dangerous neighborhoods of Caracas, Venezuela. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


when he unknowingly 
walked into a restaurant 
robbery. The bullet shat¬ 
tered his sternum, he said, 
inviting a reporter to feel a 
piece of protruding bone 
through his shirt. 

With some 15,000 killings a 
year, Venezuela's homi¬ 
cide rate is the fifth highest 
in the world, according to 
U.N. statistics. The murder 
rate doubled during the 
14-year-rule of the late 
President Hugo Chavez 
as cheap access to guns 
and an ineffective justice 
system fed a culture of vio¬ 
lence in slums like Petare, 
parts of which have be¬ 
come no-go zones for out¬ 


by deploying 3,000 troops 
on the streets. The initia¬ 
tive started in the Caracas 
area on Monday and will 
be expanded to the states 
of Zulia, Lara and Cara- 
bobo next week. Human 
rights activists worry that 
sending soldiers trained for 
warfare on policing mis¬ 
sions will only make things 
worse for the residents they 
are meant to protect. 

“It's going to aggravate 
the situation, unfortunate¬ 
ly, because the army isn’t 
prepared to deal with is¬ 
sues of public safety,” said 
Liliana Ortega, director of 
the COFAVIC human rights 
group. “We have various 


prisoners died. The soldiers, 
who work together with 
the National Guard and 
national police force, have 
the power to make arrests 
but are supposed to hand 
over the detainees to civil¬ 
ian authorities. Any human 
rights abuses would be 
tried by civilian courts, ac¬ 
cording to the constitution. 
In deeply divided Venezu¬ 
ela, there are also con¬ 
cerns over the initiative’s 
political undertones. Mad¬ 
uro narrowly won an April 
14 presidential election 
that the opposition claims 
he stole through fraud, vot¬ 
er intimidation and abuse 
of government powersO 
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OAS drug study eyes marijuana legalization benefits 


FRANK BAJAK 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — An Or¬ 
ganization of American 
States study released Fri¬ 
day is calling for a serious 
discussion on legalizing 
marijuana. 

Drug policy reform advo¬ 
cates called the report his¬ 
toric, even though it made 
no specific proposals and 
said there was “no signifi¬ 
cant support” among the 
OAS’ 35 member states 
for legalizing cocaine, the 
drug that most directly af¬ 
fects South America. 

“This is the first time any 
multilateral organization 
anywhere has done some¬ 
thing like this," said Ethan 
Nadelmann, executive di¬ 
rector of the Drug Policy 
Alliance. 

The $2.2 million study was 
commissioned in response 
to calls by some Latin 
American leaders at last 
year’s Summit of the Amer¬ 
icas in Cartagena, Colom¬ 
bia, for a rethinking of the 
war on drugs. 

Reform advocates call the 
more than $20 billion that 
Washington has spent on 
counterdrug efforts in Latin 
America over the past de¬ 
cade a damaging waste 
of taxpayer money. 
“Sooner or later decisions 
in this area will need to 


be taken,” says the study, 
which was presented by 
outgoing OAS Secretary- 
General Jose Miguel Insul- 
za in Bogota. 

The study examines four 
different scenarios for 
confronting the illicit drug 
trade, which has fueled 
violent crime and corrup¬ 
tion, especially in drug pro¬ 
duction and transit coun¬ 
tries, including destabilizing 
governments. 

The most controversial sce¬ 
nario would involve coun¬ 
tries unilaterally abandon¬ 
ing the fight against drug 
production and trafficking 
in their territory in order to 
reduce violence. 

President Otto Perez Mo¬ 
lina of Guatemala, a hard- 
hit cocaine transit country 
along with neighboring 
Honduras, made head¬ 
lines before the Cartagena 
summit when he said he 
was tempted to put his 
country on such a path. 
The report’s authors con¬ 
clude, however, “that 
there is no absolute link be¬ 
tween the drug problem 
and the insecurity experi¬ 
enced by many citizens in 
the Americas.” 
Accompanying Insulza 
on Friday was Colombian 
President Juan Manuel 
Santos, whose country re¬ 
mains the No. 1 source of 
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cocaine consumed by U.S. 
citizens. 

Santos said the report pre¬ 


deaths, the violence that 
drug trafficking wreaks, the 
consumption of drugs and 


marily a public health issue 
and suggests drug abusers 
should not be criminally 
prosecuted but rather 
treated as ill. 

“Decriminalization of drug 
use needs to be consid¬ 
ered as a core element 
in any public health strat¬ 
egy," it says. 



Colombia's President Juan Manuel Santos, left, holds a copy of 
a regional study the illicit drug trade presented by OAS chief 
Jose Miguel Insulza, right, during a joint press conference at the 
Presidential Palace in Bogota, Colombia, Friday, May 17, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Vergara) 

sented “simple, realistic the profits of criminals." 
options” for future action The 400-page study em- 
in order to “reduce the phasizes drug abuse as pri- 


That echoes the approach 
of the U.S. government. But 
it diverges from Washing¬ 
ton’s longstanding opposi¬ 
tion to legalizing marijuana 
despite the fact that voters 
in two states — Colorado 
and Washington — have 
done that. 

Nadelmann said the U.S. 
government has in the 
past suppressed any multi¬ 
lateral attempt to promote 
discussion of alternatives to 
the current drug war.Q 
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Caribbean talks conservation on Branson's island 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Political and business 
leaders are gathering on 
a billionaire's private island 
Friday to back a program 
aimed at expanding pro¬ 
tection for the Caribbean’s 
imperiled coasts and wa¬ 
ters. 

The “Caribbean Chal¬ 
lenge” calls for special pro¬ 
tected zones along at least 
20 percent of the region’s 
coasts by 2020 in hopes 
of protecting its biodiver¬ 
sity and its crucial tourism 
market. The Caribbean’s 
scattered islands that has 
10 percent of the world’s 
coral reefs and some 1,400 
species of fish and marine 
mammals. 

Richard Branson, fhe ad¬ 
venturing CEO and found¬ 
er of the Virgin Group of 
companies is co-hosting 
the meeting at Necker Is¬ 
land, his home in the Brit¬ 
ish Virgin Islands, where he 
has developed an ultra¬ 
exclusive eco-resort that 
showcases renewable en¬ 
ergy technology and rein¬ 
troduced flamingoes. 

“It’s just so important to 
get every single Carib¬ 
bean country 100 percent 
behind protecting the 
wonderful sea life and the 
wonderful reefs and man¬ 
groves, and therefore the 
species that occupy our 
oceans,” Branson said in a 
phone interview from the 


HAVANA (AP) — A week 
of drag shows, colorful 
marches and social and 
cultural events in Havana 
culminated Friday with 
celebrations of the Inter¬ 
national Day Against Ho¬ 
mophobia. 

Hundreds of activists have 
taken part in the activities 
organized by a sex educa¬ 
tion center headed by first 
daughter Mariela Castro. 
“Join (us) to educate fami¬ 
lies about their great social 
responsibility to ensure that 
there is no discrimination of 
any kind,” Castro said. 

The schedule included a 
gala bash at the capital’s 
cavernous Karl Marx the¬ 
ater, with drag performers 
on stage with the popu¬ 
lar musical group Los Van 


island. 

British Virgin Islands Pre¬ 
mier Orlando Smith and 
Grenada Prime Minister 
Keith Mitchell are also co¬ 
hosting the gathering of 
delegations from nine Ca¬ 
ribbean countries, chiefs 
of resort companies and 
cruise lines, representatives 


of the World Bank, United 
Nations and other interna¬ 
tional bodies, private foun¬ 
dations and environmental 
groups. 

One of the key promoters 
is the Virginia-based Na¬ 
ture Conservancy, which 


Van. Vice President Miguel 
Diaz-Canel attended. 


says that the Caribbean 
Challenge, begun in 2008, 
is one of the world’s most 
ambitious conservation ini¬ 
tiatives. 

“The Caribbean is truly par¬ 
adise under threat, and to¬ 
day's focus is a critical step 
toward a brighter future,” 
Glenn Prickett, chief exter¬ 


nal affairs officer with the 
Nature Conservancy, said 
in an email. 

If the Caribbean, the 
world’s most tourism de¬ 
pendent region, takes 
strong steps now to pro¬ 
tect its natural resources. 


Cuban Revolution, some¬ 
times sent to grueling rural 


conservationists say it will 
be in a far stronger posi¬ 
tion to protect its small 
economies and cope with 
future threats from climate 
change and ocean acidifi¬ 
cation due to greenhouse 
gases. 

The challenges are many 
in the ecologically stressed 


Caribbean, which covers 
some 10,000 square kilo¬ 
meters (3,860 square miles). 
Once brilliant coral reefs 
have lost their luster due to 
warming waters and dis¬ 
ease. Live coral cover of 
existing reefs has plummet¬ 


suspect by the Communist 
government. 

But there has been a grad¬ 
ual shift away from macho 
attitudes, and Fidel Castro 
himself has publicly regret¬ 
ted the mistreatment of 
people seen as different. 

Six years ago, Cuba’s 
health care system began 
providing gender reas¬ 
signment surgery free of 
charge, and a proposal 
to legalize same-sex civil 
unions is being studied. 

But Mariela Castro, Fidel’s 
niece and the daughter 
of current president Raul 
Castro, says more must 
be done to raise aware¬ 
ness about lesbian, gay 
bisexual and transgender 
people.□ 


ed to an average of just 8 
percent from 50 percent in 
the 1970s, the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature says. Three-fourths 
of the reefs are considered 
threatened, also degrad¬ 
ed by overfishing, runoff 
pollution and coastal de¬ 
velopment. 

“In the past, the Caribbean 
has not been great at pro¬ 
tecting the eagle rays and 
the sharks and the reef fish 
and so on,” Branson said. 
Some of the Caribbean 
Challenge’s participating 
countries — Bahamas, Ja¬ 
maica, Dominican Repub¬ 
lic, Puerto Rico, Grenada, 
St. Lucia, St. Kitts & Nevis, 
St. Vincent & the Grena¬ 
dines, and the British Virgin 
Islands — have already 
taken steps to reach their 
conservation targets. 

The Dominican Republic 
has actually exceeded its 
20 percent goal by cre¬ 
ating more than 30 new 
protected areas in recent 
years. The Bahamas estab¬ 
lished the largest marine 
protected area in the re¬ 
gion by expanding a na¬ 
tional park in Andros from 
185,000 acres to 1.28 mil¬ 
lion acres. Jamaica has set 
up several “no-take” fish¬ 
ing sanctuaries. 

But there are questions 
about how deep the politi¬ 
cal will really is in a region 
with heavily indebted gov¬ 
ernments. Political leaders 
have long spoken about 
the need for protecting 
coasts, developing al¬ 
ternative energy sources 
and diversifying tourism- 
dependent economies 
but little has been accom¬ 
plished. One country, An¬ 
tigua & Barbuda, recently 
dropped out of the initia¬ 
tive for reasons that are 
not clear. Branson said 
strong conservation efforts 
would pay off for years to 
come for a region where 
70 percent of the people 
live in coastal settlements 
and a $20 billion tourism in¬ 
dustry provides more than 
2 million jobs. “Many, many 
people who come to the 
Caribbean come because 
they want to enjoy the 
reef, they want to see the 
sea life on the reef,” Bran¬ 
son said. “And therefore 
they want to see it better 
protected.”□ 



Dayan Sanchez, 25, right, a gay transvestite artist known as 
“Venus,” holds a portrait of himself as he poses with his mother 
Anadelia Morales, 47, at his home in Havana, Cuba, Thursday, 
May 16, 2013 (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 

Gays were persecuted for work camps along with 
decades after the 1959 others considered socially 



Richard Branson, founder and chairman of the Virgin Group, gestures upon arrival for a press 
conference on Monday, May 13, 2013. Political and business leaders gathered on Branson's 
private island Friday to back a program aimed at expanding protection for the Caribbean's 
imperiled coasts and waters. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) 


Cuba celebrates International Day Against Homophobia 





















At the Alhambra Ballroom: 


The Arrindell Sisters host an elegant Holy Communion Party 




Raspberry Chocolate 
Cake. 

The room was beautifully 
set up with round dinner 
tables, gleaming silver 
and stemware and deco¬ 
rated with artistic center 


pieces. Each of the girls 
enjoyed her own themed 
Holy Communion cake 
and souvenir display. Fam¬ 
ily and friends savored the 
food and the festivities, 
with DJ entertainment. □ 


EAGLE BEACH - The new 

ballroom at the Alhambra 
Casino & Shops played 
host to a unique Holy Com¬ 
munion party, given in 
honor of Ariany de Weever 
and Tizienne Heyliger, two 
adorable cousins, whose 
mothers decided to orga¬ 
nized a joint venture, shar¬ 
ing the special day in their 
daughters’ lives with their 
closest family members 
and friends in the lovely 
setting. 

The culinary brigade of 
the Alhambra Ballroom 
catered the affair, under 
the direction of Executive 
Chef Gerard Coste, pre¬ 
paring a complete buf¬ 


fet of local favorites such 
as Sweet Potato & Plan¬ 
tain Salad, Tossed Garden 
Greens, Cunucu Chicken 
Salad, Black Bean, Corn 
& Cilantro Salad, Creamy 
Pumpkin Soup, Red Snap¬ 
per Creole, Stewed Beef, 
Ginger Jasmine Rice, Aru- 
bian Polenta, Fried Sweet 
Plantain, and for dessert a 
rich selection of delicacies 
such as Quesillo, Cashew 
Nut Cake, Mango Mousse 
Shooters, Tres Leche, and 
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Westin Aruba Art Gallery presents: 

Opening of art exhibition “Color of Aruba” a success! 


PALM BEACH Duo 

Photography Exhibition 
“Color of Aruba” by Ron 
Steens & Lex Corbach 


opened last Saturday, 
May 11, 2013 at Westin 
Aruba Art Gallery at Westin 
Aruba Resort & Casino. 


Two emerging local 
photographers, Steens and 
Corbach have presented 
42 photographed pieces 
according to the theme 
“Color of Aruba” sponsored 
by Aruba Experience 
Magazine. 

Both Ron and Lex were 
born in Holland, and Ron 
has been living in Aruba for 
over a decade now. Lex 
lived in Finland for a while 
but moved from Holland to 
Aruba. 

Ron Steens photographed 
a lot during his traveling 
and is now focused mostly 
on all things in Aruba. He 
tries to see things from a 
different angle and likes 
to photograph situations, 
people and places as 
they are and without 
Photoshop. 

Lex Corbach has been 
photographing and 

filming for years with a 
very keen eye for the small 
details. He likes colorful 
photographs but is also 
specialized in black and 
white photography with a 
little edge, without no tricks 
and no Photoshop. 

If you missed the opening 
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night, don’t worry! The 
exhibition continues to 
June 13, 2013. 

Come and enjoy the 
transformed Gallery with 
“Color of Aruba” 

Westin Aruba Art Gallery 
[WAAG] opens 7 days a 
week, and is located at 
the lobby level of Westin 
Aruba Resort & Casino. 
Curators Michiko Takatsu 
& Eduardo Valbuena will 
be present on Tuesday 


afternoon (3 pm - 6 pm), 
and Saturday (11 am - 
2pm) to answer all your 
questions or/and assist 
you for purchasing their 
artworks. 

You can also reach them 
duringthe office hours at: 
588-2267, 740-2678, or 742- 
1987. 

Email: artgalleryl 68@ 

gmail.com 

By Michiko Takatsu 
[WAAG] □ 
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Dazzling Kings and Queens at Marriott’s Associate 

Quarter Celebration 



PALM BEACH, ARUBA (May 
15, 2013) - Dazzling tiaras, 
crowns, robes and eve¬ 
ning gowns were a must at 
Aruba Marriott's associates 
celebration themed event 
“Kings and Queens at the 
resort's Grand Ballroom re¬ 
cently. 

On behalf of Marriott's Ex¬ 
ecutive team. Human Re¬ 
sources Director Barbara 
Bronswinkel thanked all 
nominees for their excel¬ 
lent service and dedica¬ 
tion. Nominated by their 
managers and supervisors 
a group of seven associ¬ 
ates were chosen All Star 
Team based on their excel¬ 
lent performances and go¬ 
ing beyond expectations 
for Marriott's guests in the 
first quarter. The winners of 
the first quarter were: Her- 
ley Acosta Herrera - Casino 
Beverage, Rudolf Dirks - 
Engineering Ocean Club, 
Wilma Benjamin - Pavillion, 


Gloria Geerman Arredon¬ 
do - Housekeeping, Maria 
Zuleta Armenta - Kitchen, 
Rosario Carolina - Bellstand 
Resort and Dwight Lacle - 
Systems. 

In addition for the first quar¬ 
ter supervisors and man¬ 
agers were recognized for 
their outstanding contribu¬ 


tion to the Marriott. New 
General Manager of the 
Surf Club Joop Bangma 
announced Supervisor Ma¬ 
rio van de Wert from Loss 
Prevention Surf Club as Su¬ 
pervisor of the first Quarter. 
Mario showed great team¬ 
work and went above and 
beyond to assist guests. Di¬ 


rector of Revenue Strategy 
Ben Figaroa recognized Es¬ 
ter Maduro Manager of the 
first Quarter. Ester has been 
instrumental implementing 
strategies to run a high oc¬ 
cupancy and a revenue in¬ 
crease for the resort in the 
first quarter. 

All nominees received a 


personalized gift and en¬ 
joyed a sumptuous din¬ 
ner buffet. The party tunes 
were provided by the 
band Delicious. The Aruba 
Marriott congratulates all 
nominees and winners of 
the first quarter with their 
great achievements! □ 
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For support of the Food Bank: 

FPNC provides token of appreciation to Playa Linda 



PALM BEACH - An initiative 
of the Playa Linda Beach, 
in raising funds for the Fun- 
dacion Pa Nos Comunidad 
(FPNC) Food Bank, has 
brought accolades and 
appreciation from founda¬ 
tion staff. Indra Stamper, 
from FPNC, recently pre¬ 
sented a token of appre¬ 
ciation for Playa Linda’s 
most recent donation, and 
for its continued, monetary 
support, which the Playa 
Linda has presented each 


month over the last year- 
and-a-half. 

As part of a continuous 
program in cultivating 
ways to provide commu¬ 
nity support, Playa Linda 
Beach Resort has instituted 
its donation program, in 
which timeshare owners 
and guests can provide 
one dollar per guest night 
to support FPNC. 

It has yielded results, with 
visitors participating in the 
program and helping to 


raise funds to feed the 
community’s most vulner¬ 
able individuals. 

“When guests arrive at 
the front desk, they know 
nothing of the program 
or the foundation, but our 
own passion for the foun¬ 
dation's excellent work 
comes across when we 
explain what it does for the 
community and how well it 
works to feed families and 
children most at risk. It is an 
important effort. If more re¬ 
sorts would join in, it would 
be ideal,” explains Assistant 
Front Office & Reservations 
Manager Roosje Roos. 

Front Office Supervisor Jus¬ 
tin Cremony further notes 
that guests have never dis¬ 
played a negative reaction 
to the program, and some 
guests have responded by 
donating even more than 
the suggested sum after 
reading the hand-out pre¬ 
sented on check-in. 

More information about 
FPNC is available at www. 


fpncaruba.com. 

Donations are welcome 
through area banks: Aru¬ 
ba Bank # 1000; Banco di 
Caribe #1000; CMB Bank 
#60001000; or RBC Bank 
#4419502. 

Fundacion Pa Nos Comuni- 
dad’s good works can also 
be followed through its FB 
account: FPNC Aruba. 

In the photo, FPNC's In¬ 
dra Stamper, c, presents a 
lovely print, with the foun¬ 


dation logo at its center, 
to Playa Linda's Roosje 
Roose, I, and Rolando de 
Cuba, of the resort’s Front 
Office and Reservations 
Department. 

The print is of an original 
artwork by Jamaican artist 
Neetu, who specially cre¬ 
ated the work for FPNC to 
aid in its fundraising efforts, 
and ultimately, to help 
stock the shelves of the 
Aruba Food Bank. □ 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 





ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 








































Serbia’s Novak Djokovic 
reacts after missing a point 
against Czech Republic’s 
Tomas Berdych during their 
match at the Italian Open 
tennis tournament in Rome, 
Friday, May 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 

Top-ranked 
Djokovic 
beaten by 
Berdych 

ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME (AP) — Novak 
Djokovic can’t seem to 
find any consistency on 
clay courts. And with the 
French Open less than 10 
days away, he will enter 
Roland Garros on the back 
of two early defeats. 

The top-ranked Serb wast¬ 
ed a chance to serve out 
the match and was beat¬ 
en 2-6, 7-5, 6-4 by sixth- 
seeded Tomas Berdych in 
the Italian Open quarterfi¬ 
nals Friday. 

In the semifinals, Berdych 
will face six-time Rome 
champion Rafael Nod¬ 
al, who defeated fellow 
Spaniard David Ferrer 6-4, 
4-6, 6-2. While he struggled 
at times, Nadal appeared 
sharper than in his three-set 
win over Latvian qualifier 
Ernests Gulbis a day earlier. 
In the other half of the 
draw, Roger Federer over¬ 
came an early break in the 
second set to edge rising 
Polish player Jerzy Jano- 
wicz 6-4, 7-6 (2) in a night 
match at the Foro Italico. 


Continued on Page 20 
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Bradley has 3-stroke lead 
after 2 rounds at Nelson 


Keegan Bradley watches his shot off the 16th fairway during 
the second round of the Byron Nelson Championship golf 
tournament on Friday, May 17, 2013, in Irving, Texas. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN HAWKINS 
AP Sports Writer 
IRVING, Texas (AP) - 

Keegan Bradley again bo¬ 
geyed Nos. 1 and 18 in the 
second round of the Byron 
Nelson Championship. 
Unlike the first round, Brad¬ 
ley didn’t set a course re¬ 
cord. But he still finished 
with a three-stroke lead. 
Bradley started and ended 
his round Friday with those 
bogeys, part of a 1-under 
69 that got him to 11-un¬ 
der 129, the lowest 36-hole 
total at the Nelson since 
2001 . 

"I'm almost more proud 
of this round than yester¬ 
day because I didn't feel 
comfortable all day," said 
Bradley, whose opening 60 


included his only bogeys 
at those same holes in the 
middle of that round. "I 
don’t know what it was, 
I can’t put my finger on it 
but, you know, I bogeyed 
the first hole. I was a little 
uncomfortable and then I 
settled in and hit some re¬ 
ally good shots.” 

Tom Gillis, who shot 63 in 
the first group of the day 
off the No. 10 tee, and 
Sang-Moon Bae (66) were 
tied for second. 

A stroke further back were 
2012 PGA Tour rookie of 
the year John Huh (64), 
Ryan Palmer (68) and 2011 
Masters champion Chari 
Schwartzel (70). Schwartzel 
had an opening 63 and 
was the closest to Bradley 
after the first round. 

"It was a bit up and down 
out there," said Schwartz¬ 
el, who had three birdies 
and three bogeys. "Bit of 
a frustrating day, but I sup¬ 
pose it’s the mix.” 

Bradley, whose first PGA 
Tour victory came as a 
rookie at the Nelson two 
years ago, started his sec¬ 
ond round with a drive that 
missed the fairway at the 
458-yard first hole, then left 
his approach short of the 
green. 

"The first hole is probably 
the easiest hole out here,” 
he said. "I don’t know why 
I keep making bogey on 
that hole.” 

At No. 18, he drove right 
into rough under the trees 
again near a cart path. He 
punched the ball, which 
rolled and flirted with wa¬ 
ter to the left before set¬ 
tling into a swale behind 
the green. He chipped to 
6 1/2 feet, but missed the 
par putt. 

"I’ve got a four-shot lead, 
so the last thing I wanted 
to do was plop it in the 
water. I bailed out,” said 
Bradley, who also won the 
PGA Championship in 2011 
and the World Golf Cham- 
pionships-Bridgestone Invi¬ 
tational last year. "I didn't 
hit that bad of a shot it just 
got in the wind. I thought it 
was going to be way left of 
where it was, but I’m going 
to hit good ones Saturday 
and Sunday.” 


In between those bogeys, 
Bradley had another bo¬ 
gey at No. 6, four birdies 
and several nice par-sav¬ 
ing shots, including a two- 
putt from 35 feet after driv¬ 
ing into the trees at No. 14 
and a blast to 4 feet of the 
hole from a greenside bun¬ 
ker at No. 15. 

Guan Tianlang, the 
14-year-old amateur from 
China, missed the cut with 
rounds of 70 and 77. 

After driving into the rough 
and then hitting into two 
bunkers for a double-bo- 
gey 6 at No. 12, his third 
hole Friday, Guan had a 
19-foot birdie putt on the 
following par 3. He then 
had five consecutive bo¬ 
geys. 

Guan last month made 
the cut at the Masters and 
then again in New Orleans, 
becoming the youngest 
player ever to make the 
cut on the PGA Tour. He 
said he "probably” would 
stay in the United States to 
play more golf, but wasn’t 
specific about where or 
confirm if he would play in 
a U.S. Open sectional qual¬ 
ifier June 3. 

Defending Nelson cham¬ 
pion Jason Dufner, playing 
with good friend Bradley, 
had his second consecu¬ 
tive 70 to make the cut of 
even par. 

Gillis got rolling with three 
consecutive birdies, start¬ 
ing with a 13-foot putt at 
No. 12 before burying a 
32-footer on the 180-yard 
par 3 right after that. His 
only bogey came at his 
closing hole, when he 
three-putted from 12 1/2 
feet at the 427-yard ninth 
hole. 

He had played an af¬ 
ternoon round Thursday, 
when 13 players shot 66 or 
better in the morning and 
the only one in the after¬ 
noon was Marc Leishman 
with a 66. 

"It was easier, I think the 
wind was down and I was 
hoping that we would get 
a fair shot like they had 
(Thursday) morning just 
to see what it would be 
like,” Gillis said. "Definitely, 

I thought it played better 
than in the afternoon. ”□ 









$64,278 won this week while 
playing Caribbean Studpokerl 

Congratulations to our Royal Flush winner! 


Mrs. Joan Behrens 
Won: $64,278 
Royal Flush 
Time Played: one hour 
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Bruins edge Rangers in OT; Kings stun Sharks 



Boston Bruins left wing Brad Marchand (63) is tripped as he shoots on-goal after getting past New 
York Rangers defenseman Michael Del Zotto (4) during the second period in Game 1 of an NHL 
hockey playoffs Eastern Conference semifinal game in Boston, Thursday, May 16, 2013. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Brad 
Marchand scored with 4:20 
left in the first overtime and 
the Boston Bruins beat the 
New York Rangers 3-2 in 
the first playoff game in 40 
years between the Original 
Six teams. 

Marchand, 

Boston's top goal scorer in 
the regular season, got his 
first of the postseason on a 
pass from Patrice Bergeron. 
Marchand had carried 
the puck up the right side, 
passed it to Bergeron and 
kept going toward the net. 
Bergeron passed across 
the slot and Marchand 
tipped it past goalie Henrik 
Lundqvist from the left side 
of the crease. 

The Bruins carried the play 
throughout overtime. They 
applied constant pressure, 
but couldn’t score during 
a power play when Der¬ 
ek Dorsett was penalized 
for interference af 2:20 of 
overtime. 


Boston nearly won in regu¬ 
lation, but Johnny Boy¬ 
chuk’s shot from the right 
point clanged off the left 
post with one-tenth of a 
second remaining. 

KINGS 4, SHARKS 3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Cap- 
fain Dusfin Brown tied it 
with 1:43 left and Trevor 
Lewis scored the tiebreak¬ 
ing power-play goal 22 
seconds later, 
propelling the Kings to a 
stunning victory and a 2-0 
series lead. 

Brown scored during a 
5-on-3 advantage and 
Lewis provided the winner 
on a loose puck with 1:21 
left, sending Staples Center 
into shocked celebration. 

The defending Stanley 
Cup champions won their 
12th straight home game 
since March and their sixth 
straight postseason game. 
Marc-Edouard Vlasic 
scored his first career play¬ 
off goal wifh 11:04 to play 
for the Sharks, who were 


doomed by two late pen¬ 
alties after rallying from an 
early two-goal deficit. 


Jonathan Quick made 28 
saves for fhe Kings, and 
Antti Niemi stopped 27 


shots for the Sharks. 

Game 3 is Saturday night 
at the Shark Tank.Q 



Join us today for 


Cigar & Wine Bar 


Aruba Aloe® 
Aruba Memories 
Daher&Co 
Diamonds 
International 


Intermezzo 

The Salon 

r-, 

R-Glass 
The Lazy Liz 
The Market 


From 6pm to 10pm, we re giving away 
to lucky Advantage players 
e very<^^ m i n u tes. 


Where Aruba goes fo play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Spurs beat Warriors to advance, Knicks stay alive 


OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— The San Antonio Spurs 
held off a furious final rally 
to beat the Golden State 
Warriors 94-82 in Game 6 
on Thursday night and ad¬ 
vance to the Western Con¬ 
ference finals. 

Tim Duncan had 19 points 
and six rebounds, Kawhi 
Leonard scored 16 points 
and the Spurs won the se¬ 
ries in six games. 

Tony Parker shook off a 
poor start to score 10 of his 
13 points in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. 

Tiago Splitter added a ca¬ 
reer-playoff high 14 points 
for San Antonio, which led 
by 13 late in the third quar¬ 
ter. 

Stephen Curry shot 10 of 
25 from the floor to score 
22 points on a nagging left 
ankle. Jarrett Jack had 15 
points as the injury-saddled 
Warriors wore down. The 
Spurs outshot Golden State 
45 percent to 39 percent. 
Second-seeded San An¬ 
tonio will open the con¬ 
ference finals at home 



New York Knicks' Carmelo Anthony, left, goes up for a shot against Indiana Pacers' Paul George 
in the second half of Game 5 of an Eastern Conference semifinal in the NBA basketball playoffs, 
at Madison Square Garden in New York, Thursday, May 16, 2013. 

Associated Press 

against Memphis on Sun- KNICKS 85, PACERS 75 28 points to help the New 

day. Carmelo Anthony scored York Knicks stay alive in the 


Eastern Conference semi¬ 
finals with an 85-75 victory 
over the Indiana Pacers in 
Game 5 on Thursday night. 
Reserves J.R. Smith and 
Chris Copeland each had 
13 points for the Knicks, 
who trail 3-2 and will need 
a victory Saturday in In¬ 
diana to force a seventh 
game back here Monday. 
They are trying to become 
the ninth NBA team to 
overcome a 3-1 deficit to 
win a series.Anthony, who 
didn't make a basket in 
the fourth quarter of either 
game in Indiana, made a 
jumper midway through 
the fourth quarter after In¬ 
diana closed within four 
points. He followed with 
two free throws, Raymond 
Felton made a layup, 
and the Knicks were never 
in jeopardy again. 

Paul George had 23 points, 
six rebounds and six assists 
for the Pacers, who played 
without point guard 
George Hill because of a 
concussion and commit¬ 
ted 19 turnovers. 


Berdych 

Continued from Page 17 


Attempting to win this tour¬ 
nament for the first time, 
Federer's next opponent 
will be Benoit Paire. The 
36th-ranked Frenchman 
routed Marcel Granollers of 
Spain 6-1, 6-0 to reach his 
first Masters series semifinal. 
In the women’s tourna¬ 
ment, top-ranked Serena 
Williams rolled past Spanish 
opponent Carla Suarez Na¬ 
varro 6-2, 6-0 to extend her 
winning run to a career- 
best 22 matches. Williams 
will next face Romanian 
qualifier Simona Halep, 
who rallied past two-time 
Rome champion Jelena 
Jankovic 4-6, 6-0, 7-5. 
Meanwhile, two-time de¬ 
fending champion Maria 
Sharapova withdrew be¬ 
fore her quarterfinal againsf 
seventh-seeded Sara Errani 
due to illness. Errani, the 
first Italian semifinalist in this 
tournament since Raffaella 
Reggi won the 1985 event 
in Taranto, will face third- 
seeded Victoria Azarenka, 
who held off ninth-seeded 
Sam Stosur 6-4, 1-6, 6-3. 


It’s the second consecu¬ 
tive week that Djokovic 
has struggled, having also 
lost to Grigor Dimitrov in 
the second round of the 
Madrid Open after being 
bothered by a right ankle 
injury. 

Djokovic said he had been 
playing pain free this week. 
Still, he will need to get his 
game in shape in a hurry 
with the French Open, the 
year's second Grand Slam, 
starting May 26. 

“I know I can play well on 
clay and so I shouldn't al¬ 
low myself to have these 
drops, and let's hope it 
won't happen for Roland 
Garros," Djokovic said of 
the only major he hasn’t 
won. “I'm fine. I just lost my 
rhythm.” 

Djokovic served for the 
match at 5-3 in the second 
set, but Berdych ripped 
a backhand winner that 
landed on the line on his 
first break point and won 
the final four games of the 
set. 

“It’s a very strange situ¬ 
ation,” Djokovic said. “I 
played very well and was 
two points from winning. 
Then the entire match 



Czech Republic’s Tomas Berdych gestures during his match 
against Serbia's Novak Djokovic at the Italian Open tennis tour¬ 
nament in Rome, Friday, May 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


changed and I was a dif¬ 
ferent player.” 

It’s the first time Berdych 
has reached the semifi¬ 
nals in eight appearanc¬ 
es in Rome, having been 
eliminated four times in the 
quarters. 

The tall Czech took control 
of the match with his big 
first serve, and by coming 
forward to angle shots into 
the corners to set up easy 
volleys. 

Djokovic had trouble re¬ 


turning Berdych’s first serve 
and also complained 
about the court’s surface 
early on. 

In the third set, Berdych 
went ahead with an early 
break and then shook off 
some nerves to close the 
match out on his fourth 
match point with a big 
serve out wide that Djokov¬ 
ic could barely get his rack¬ 
et on. 

As overcast skies gave way 
to sunshine, the court dried 


out, favoring Berdych's 
power game. 

“I lost the concentration,” 
Djokovic said. “I started 
playing more defensively. 
... He started playing more 
confidently, stepping into 
the court and taking ad¬ 
vantage of his opportuni¬ 
ties.” It was only Berdych's 
second win in 15 career 
meetings with Djokovic, 
with his only previous vic¬ 
tory coming in the 2010 
Wimbledon semifinals. 

It was also only Berdych's 
fourth win versus a top- 
ranked player in 20 at¬ 
tempts, with all three pre¬ 
vious wins coming against 
Federer. “He has been for 
quite a few years just be¬ 
hind the top four,” Djokovic 
said. “He’s able to play big 
matches. He has proven 
that. So (he) is definitely a 
very dangerous player on 
any surface with a serve 
like that." 

Djokovic was 148-4 when 
winning the first set since 
2011, according to the ATP. 
Williams had twice won 21 
in a row before, although 
both of those runs came a 
decade ago, in 2002 and 
2003.Q 
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SNUBA 



SNUBA and Snorkel Sail $65 

Snorkeling only $32.50 

Tues & Thur 9 -12 am or 1 - 4 pm 
Wed & Fri 9 -12 am or 12:30 - 3:30 pm 

Fruit and soft drinks included ^ 

For reservation call 586-0096 

Leaving from: Pier between Moomba Beach and Marriott Resort 



Orb favored to take Preakness, set up Triple try 



Exercise rider Jennifer Patterson gallops Preakness Stakes favor¬ 
ite and Kentucky Derby winner Orb at Pimlico Race Course Fri¬ 
day, May 17,2013 in Baltimore. The Preakness Stakes horse race 
is scheduled for Saturday. 

Associated Press 


RICHARD ROSENBLATT 
AP Sports Writer 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Every¬ 
thing’s a go for Orb. 

The Kentucky Derby winner 
was in a playful mood the 
day before the Preakness, 
making faces for photog¬ 
raphers between nibbles 
of grass outside his stall at 
Pimlico Race Course. 

“He’s really settled in well. 
He seems to be energet¬ 
ic about what he’s do¬ 
ing so I couldn’t be more 
pleased,” trainer Shug Mc- 
Gaughey said on a warm 
and sunny Friday morning. 
“We're excited about giv¬ 
ing it a whirl to see if we 
can get it done and go on 
to the next step.” 

Getting it done would 
mean defeating eight rivals 
in the 1 3-16-mile Preakness 
to set up a Triple Crown try 
in the Belmont Stakes three 
weeks from Saturday. Orb 
is the even-money favor¬ 
ite, and there’s a growing 
feeling that this 3-year-old 
bay colt may be special 
enough to give thorough¬ 
bred racing its first Triple 
Crown champion since Af¬ 
firmed in 1978. 

“We’d sure love to have 
that opportunity,” said Mc- 
Gaughey, seeming relaxed 
and confident. “Probably 
the racing world would 
love to see it, too. It brings a 
lot more attention to what 
we're doing from all stand¬ 
points." Orb extended his 
winning streak to five with a 
thrilling victory in the Derby 
two weeks ago, when jock¬ 
ey Joel Rosario patiently 
guided the colt from 17th 
to first in the final half mile 
over a sloppy track. 

In the Preakness, Orb will 
break from the No. 1 post, 
a spot that has seen only 
one winner — Tabasco Cat 
in 1994 — since 1961. 

“Who knows how this race 
is going to go, but I don't 
think it will be a problem,” 


Rosario said of the inside 
post. “He’s a horse that 
comes from behind, so I re¬ 
ally don’t think it will affect 
him. I’m just excited to go 
into this with a horse who 
has a chance to win." 

A chance? 

While rival trainers aren't 
conceding the race, most 
agree Orb is the best of the 
bunch. 

“Orb, he’s a freak. Right 
now, everybody should 
be rooting for Orb, except 
for the connections of the 
other horses in the race,” 
trainer Bob Baffert said — 
and he's got a horse in the 
race, 12-1 choice Govenor 
Charlie. “Anybody who's 
not rooting for Orb, there's 
something mentally wrong 
with them.” 

Baffert has been there be¬ 
fore. Three of his five Preak¬ 
ness winners had also won 
the Derby, but were un¬ 
able to complete the Triple 
Crown with a win in the Bel¬ 
mont. He says the Preak¬ 
ness is the least stressful of 
the three races. 

“There is absolutely no pres¬ 
sure, believe it or not be¬ 
cause you’ve just won the 
Derby,” he said. “You’re fly¬ 
ing high and everybody’s 
excited. You don’t think 
about it. The next one (the 
Belmontjis the pressure.” 
Getting to the next one 
may sound easy. It isn't. Six 
of the past eight Derby win¬ 
ners did not win the Preak¬ 
ness, and McGaughey is 
well aware of the pitfalls. 
“There are a lot of ways you 
can lose. Freaky things can 
happen,” he said. “You 
hope he doesn’t get in any 
trouble, you hope he han¬ 
dles the track, you hope 
he handles the kickback of 
the dirt, you hope he han¬ 
dles the day. If he does all 
that, I would have to think 
it will take a pretty darned 
good horse to beat him.” 
Maybe it’s Goldencents, 


who did not take to the 
slop at Churchill Downs 
and finished 17th after win¬ 
ning the Santa Anita Derby 
in April. 

“Orb's not like a one- 
race hit. All year long he's 
been super impressive," 
said Goldencents trainer 
Doug O'Neill, who won the 
Derby and Preakness last 
year with I'll Have Another, 
only to scratch the colt the 
day before the Belmont 
because of a tendon in¬ 
jury. “But we’ve seen Gol¬ 
dencents do some brilliant 
things in the afternoon. 
If he does, I think he can 
beat him." 

Maybe it's Itsmyluckyday, 
another top 3-year-old 
who did not handle the 
sloppy track and finished 
15th in the Derby. 

“He’s given me every sign 
that he’s ready for the war; 
he’s ready for the race; 
he's ready for the battle," 
trainer Eddie Plesa Jr., said. 
“Let's just get it on.” 

Or maybe it’s Departing, 
one of the three horses in 
the race who did not run 


in the Derby. Orb knows 
Departing well — the two 
were pals growing up at 
Claiborne Farm in Paris, Ky„ 
and ran around together in 
the same field. The gelding 
has won four of five starts, 
and comes into the Preak¬ 
ness off a win in the Illinois 
Derby. 

And, of course, there’s D. 
Wayne Lukas, who has 
three of the nine entries in 
Oxbow, Will Take Charge 
and Titletown Five, a colt 
owned by Green Bay Pack¬ 
er greats Paul Hornung and 
Willie Davis. Lukas, like Baf¬ 
fert, has five Preakness 
wins, and his next victory in 
a Triple Crown race would 
give him a record 14 — 
one more than “Sunny Jim” 
Fitzsimmons. 

Oxbow was sixth and Will 
Take Charge eighth in the 
Derby, while Titletown Five 
is a maiden winner who ran 
fourth in the Derby Trial. 
“You have to be careful 
about that much emphasis 
on one race,” Lukas said 
of Orb's Derby win. “You 
change the surface, you 


shorten the race, you put 
him in the one hole. These 
are things he’ll have to 
overcome. He’s the best 
horse. It’s his race to lose. 
But it only takes one horse 
to spoil your day." 

Weather could be a fac¬ 
tor, too. The latest forecast 
for Saturday is calling for a 
50 percent chance of rain 
with temperatures reach¬ 
ing the low 70s. 

While Orb will take his shot 
at becoming the 34th 
horse with a chance at the 
Triple Crown — 11 have 
done it, 19 failed and three 
others did not run in the Bel¬ 
mont — several other his¬ 
toric milestones are in play. 
Rosie Napravnik will be 
aboard 5-1 second choice 
Mylute in an attempt to 
become the first female to 
the win the Preakness and 
Kevin Krigger, who rides 
Goldencents, looks to be¬ 
come the first black jockey 
to win since Willie Simms 
with Sly Fox in 1898. 

Orb's rapid rise began with 
his win in the Fountain of 
Youth, followed by a solid 
victory in the Florida Derby 
before he ran off with the 
Kentucky Derby. The colt is 
co-owned by racing roy¬ 
alty — Ogden Mills “Dinny” 
Phipps and his first cousin, 
Marylander Stuart Janney 
III. They run their racing 
operation the traditional 
way — breeding and rac¬ 
ing their own horses rather 
than attending sales and 
trying to buy champions. 
McGaughey has been the 
Phipps' trainer for 28 years, 
and has campaigned such 
champions as Easy Goer, 
Inside Information and the 
undefeated Personal En¬ 
sign. 

“This has kind of shown that 
with Stuart Janney’s rela¬ 
tionship with breeding that 
it can be done in a differ¬ 
ent way," McGaughey 
saidO 
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AL Capsules 


Middlebrooks’ 3-run double keys Boston win 


The Associated Press 
ST. PETERSBURG, Florida 
(AP) — Will Middlebrooks 
had a three-run double off 
closer Fernando Rodney 
with two outs in the ninth 
inning that lifted the Boston 
Red Sox past the Tampa 
Bay Rays 4-3 on Thursday 
night. 

Middlebrooks lined a shot 
to left on a 1-2 pitch from 
Rodney (1-2) with the base 
loaded, giving the Red 
Sox the lead. Rodney, who 
blew just two saves last 
year, is 7 for 10 in save op¬ 
portunities this year. 

After walking Dustin Pe- 
droia and David Ortiz, 
Rodney struck out Mike 
Napoli before loading the 
bases with a walk to Daniel 
Nava. Stephen Drew struck 
out, but Middlebrooks then 
came up with his bases- 
clearing hit. 

Junichi Tazawa (3-2) 
pitched two scoreless in¬ 
nings for the win. He retired 
James Loney on a ground- 



Boston Red Sox's Daniel Nava leaps as he celebrates with 
teammate Dustin Pedroia, left, after scoring on a three-run, ninth¬ 
inning double by Will Middlebrooks off Tampa Bay Rays relief 
pitcher Fernando Rodney during a baseball game Thursday, 
May 16, 2013, in St. Petersburg, Fla. Associated Press 

er with two on and two RANGERS 10, TIGERS 4 
outs in the ninth. ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 


Geovany Soto ended Jus¬ 
tin Verlander's night with 
a three-run homer that 
capped a seven-run third, 
and Yu Darvish lasted eight 
innings in a pitching duel 
that fizzled in the Rangers’ 
victory over the Tigers. 
Soto’s drive just over the 
wall in left field came after 
Verlander walked in two 
runs — he had three pre¬ 
vious bases-loaded walks 
in his career. Mitch Mo¬ 
reland’s two-out double 
broke a 3-all tie before So¬ 
to's drive put Texas ahead 
8-3. 

Darvish (7-1) won his fifth 
straight decision despite 
allowing two home runs for 
the third start in a row. 
Verlander (4-4) gave up 
six hits with two walks and 
three strikeouts in 2 2-3 in¬ 
nings, his shortest outing 
since going two innings in 
a 14-6 loss to the New York 
Mets on June 22, 2010. 
MARINERS 3, YANKEES 2 
NEW YORK (AP) — Andy 


Pettitte and Chris Stewart 
became the latest Yan¬ 
kees to get hurt, and emer¬ 
gency Seattle starter Hec¬ 
tor Noesi pitched into the 
fifth inning in place of ailing 
Aaron Harang to lead the 
Mariners over New York. 
Pettitte (4-3) left after 4 
2-3 innings because of an 
injured back muscle near 
his left shoulder. New York 
said Pettitte hurt his trape¬ 
zius muscle, and there was 
no immediate word on his 
prognosis. 

Chris Stewart, who took 
over as the Yankees’ start¬ 
ing catcher when Francis¬ 
co Cervelli broke a hand 
last month, limped off af¬ 
ter the seventh inning and 
was replaced by Austin Ro- 
mine. 

Harang, Seattle's sched¬ 
uled starter, felt a twinge in 
his back Wednesday and 
notified the Mariners, who 
in turn told Noesi to pre¬ 
pare for his first big league 
start of the seasonO 


NL Capsules 

Strasburg goes 8 to beat 
hometown Padres 6-2 



Miami Marlins’ Juan Pierre follows through on a solo home run 
in the first inning during a baseball game against the Cincinnati 
Reds in Miami, Thursday, May 16, 2013. Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Ste¬ 
phen Strasburg pitched a 
career-high eight innings 
against his hometown Pa¬ 
dres, and Bryce Harper 
and Adam LaRoche hom- 
ered to lead the Washing¬ 
ton Nationals to a 6-2 vic¬ 
tory against San Diego on 
Thursday night. 

Strasburg’s 54th big league 
start was his first profession¬ 
al appearance at Petco 
Park. 

The big right-hander went 
to high school in suburban 
Santee and pitched for 
Hall of Famer Tony Gwynn 
af San Diego Stafe before 
the Nationals took him 
with the first overall pick 
in the 2009 amateur draft. 
He pitched twice at Petco 
Park forSDSU. 

He allowed two runs, one 
earned, on three hits while 
striking out four and walk¬ 
ing three. He got the final 
ouf of the eighth on his 
117th pitch. 


Strasburg (2-5) had gone 
seven innings 10 times, in¬ 
cluding three this year. 

In Strasburg’s only other 
appearance against the 
Padres, he lasted just four 
innings in a 6-1 loss at Wash¬ 
ington on May 15, 2012. 
Edison Volquez (3-4) took 
the loss. 

METS 5, CARDINALS 2 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Daniel 
Murphy and David Wright 
combined for five hits and 
three RBIs against Adam 
Wainwright and the Mets 
snapped a six-game losing 
streak with a victory over 
the Cardinals. 

Jonathan Niese (3-4) al¬ 
lowed two runs on six hits 
in 7 1-3 innings, his longest 
outing of the season. He 
ended his four-game losing 
streak over five starts since 
a win at Minnesota on April 
12 . 

The Mets avoided a four- 
game sweep by getting to 
the Cardinals ace. Wain¬ 
wright (5-3) was coming off 


a two-hit shutout in which 
he no-hit the Rockies for 7 
1-3 innings. 

Murphy went 4 for 4, dou¬ 
bled twice and walked, 
and was 9 for 15 in the se¬ 
ries. Wright doubled, sin¬ 
gled and drove in two runs. 
The Cardinals have never 
swept the Mets in a four- 
game series at home, al¬ 
most always playing three- 
game sets. 

REDS 5, MARLINS 3, 10 in¬ 
nings 

MIAMI (AP) — NL RBI lead¬ 
er Brandon Phillips hom- 
ered in the sixth inning and 
drove in the go-ahead run 
with a sacrifice fly, help¬ 
ing the Reds complete 
their second three-game 
sweep in a row by beating 
the Marlins. 

Mat Latos and two reliev¬ 
ers combined on a six-hit¬ 
ter. Aroldis Chapman (3- 
1) blew a save for the first 
time in nine chances. 

J.J. Hoover gave up a run 
in the 10th but earned his 


third save. 

Pinch-hitter Donald Lutz led 
off the 10th with a single 
against Steve Cishek (1-4). 
Following a walk, a bunt 
and an intentional walk. 


Phillips lifted a flyball for 
his second RBI of fhe nighf 
and 36fh of fhe season. 

Jay Bruce followed with 
a two-run double and fin¬ 
ished with three RBIsO 

























TECHNOLOGY !* 23 


SATURDAY 18 MAY 2013 


Poetry finally joining e-book revolution 



This March 26, 1953 file photo shows poet and author Langs¬ 
ton Hughes speaking before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee (HUAC) in Washington, D.C. 

Associated Press 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Over the 
past two years, publishers 
have been steadily filling 
one of the largest gaps 
in the e-book catalogue 
— poetry. Adrienne Rich, 
Allen Ginsberg, Langston 
Hughes and Wallace Ste¬ 
vens have been among 
the poets whose work re¬ 
cently became available 
in electronic format. And 
Random House Inc., W.W. 
Norton and several other 
publishers now routinely 
release new books in both 
print and digital versions, in¬ 
cluding last month’s Pulitzer 
Prize winner for poetry, Sha¬ 
ron Olds' “Stag’s Leap." 

“In the spring of 2010, we 
actually formed a team to 
focus on books that were 
complicated to make into 
e-books, like poetry and il¬ 
lustrated nonfiction,” says 
Liisa McCloy-Kelley, Ran¬ 
dom House Inc.’s vice 
president and director of e- 
book production, strategy 
and operations. “Over the 
past 20 months, we really 
shifted into production." 
The problem had been how 
to transfer a poem from 
paper to screen without ei¬ 
ther breaking a line up — a 
primal violation of the art 
form — or making the font 
size too small to read. It's 
unlikely that publishers can 
design a perfect solution, 
but they have managed to 
find acceptable compro¬ 
mises. In part, they credit 


advances in technology 
that make it easier to keep 
the original look intact. 
They also cite a technique 
long used in print. 

The hanging indent. 

The poet's worst fear is 
for a line to break up ran¬ 
domly, ruining the rhythm 
and mood of the verse. But 
publishers and poets have 
been agreeable to end¬ 
ing the line at a specific 
word, then creating a sec¬ 
ond, indented line, alerting 
the reader that the train of 
thought belongs with the 
line above. For instance, 
here are the first two lines of 
Olds’ poem “Love," as they 
appear in the hardcover 
edition: 

I had thought it was some¬ 
thing we were in. I had 
thought we were 
in it that day, in the capital 
Here is how they look on an 
iPad 3: 

I had thought it was some¬ 
thing we were in. I had 
thought we were in it that 
day, in the capital Poetry 
e-sales are a tiny subset of 
poetry sales, a perennial 
subset in publishing. But for 
publishers, and poets, it's 
less about commerce than 
accessibility. Olds says she 
doesn’t have a lot of inter¬ 
est in e-books and has not 
seen the electronic edition 
of “Stag's Leap," but that 
she “certainly respected 
the fact that readers like 
to read in different ways.” 
Poet Philip Levine allowed 
such collections as the 


Pulitzer Prize-winning “The 
Simple Truth” to be digi¬ 
tized, even though he also 
has little personal interest in 
e-books. 

“I don't think the people 
who would buy an e-book 
of one of my books, or one 
of (W.S.) Merwin’s books 
would want it other than 
what it's supposed to look 
like,” Levine said. 

Part of the challenge is 
the devices themselves, 
with screens varying in size 
and feel from Apple’s iPad 
touchscreen to such small¬ 
er, standalone devices as 
Amazon.com’s Kindle and 
Barnes & Noble's Nook. 
The e-book editions for 
Random House and other 
publishers will commonly in¬ 
clude a reader’s note that 
suggests the proper font 
size for a given device. 
Some works are especially 
challenging, like Anne Car¬ 
son's collection “Red Doc,” 
in which poems begins at 
various points on a given 
page. Random House de¬ 
cided on a fixed format, ac¬ 
cording to McCloy-Kelley, 
who says that the text “can¬ 
not be enlarged without a 
pinch and zoom,” meaning 
it can only be changed on 
a touchscreen. The verse 
of the late Greek poet C.P. 
Cavafy, who sometimes 
used extra spaces between 
words, proved so difficult to 
set accurately that English- 
language translator Daniel 
Mendelsohn settled for an 
e-book edition admittedly 


much different than what 
appeared on paper. 

“You have to accommo¬ 
date to a new medium in 
order to survive," says Men¬ 
delsohn, an award-winning 
author and critic. “I take 
the long view and say, ‘It 
was ever thus.' When the 
Greek tragedies were first 
written down, the lines 
were written straight across 
the page, with no distinc¬ 
tion of different speakers 
and no stage directions. 
Now, you obviously want to 
identify fhe speakers. The 
original way is nof neces¬ 
sarily the ideal.” 

Smaller presses have cited 
limited budgets as a deter¬ 
rent to digitizing. But a top 
poetry publisher. Copper 
Canyon Press, last year be¬ 
gan an e-book program 
funded by a grant from the 
Paul G. Allen Foundation. 


Copper Canyon has issued 
electronic versions of col¬ 
lections by former U.S. poef 
laureates Charles Simic 
and Ted Kooser, along with 
dozens of other works. 
“One of the things we've 
done is put a note at the 
beginning of the book to 
show which is the longest 
line of fhe poem,” said 
Copper Canyon’s e-book 
coordinator, Amelia Rob¬ 
ertson. “The note demon¬ 
strates what will happen if 
that line is broken up and 
suggests the best setting 
on the device for keeping 
the line intact." Progress is 
incomplete and some of 
the best poets of modern 
times remain entirely or 
mostly unavailable in elec¬ 
tronic format, from Merwin 
and Richard Wilbur to Rob¬ 
ert Lowell and Elizabeth 
Bishop. □ 
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Stocks rise on hopeful signs for the US economy 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Market Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Encour¬ 
aging news about the U.S. 
economy extended the 
stock market's rally Friday. 
A gauge of future eco¬ 
nomic activity rose more 
than analysts had ex¬ 
pected, as did a measure 
of consumer confidence, 
adding to evidence that 
the economy is steadily re¬ 
covering. 

Stocks closed higher for 
a fourth straight week. In¬ 
dexes are at record levels 
after surging this year on 
optimism about the econ¬ 
omy and record corpo¬ 
rate earnings. The market 
is also being supported by 
ongoing stimulus from the 
Federal Reserve, which is 
keeping long-term borrow¬ 
ing costs at historically low 
levels. “This slow but rela¬ 
tively steady growth, that 
keeps inflation in check 
and keeps interest rates 
low, is actually a pretty 
healthy environment for 
the stock market,” said Liz 
Ann Sonders, chief invest¬ 
ment strategist at Charles 
Schwab & Co. “Right now 
we are very optimistic.” 
General Motors rose $1.03, 
or 3.2 percent, to $33.42. 
The automaker's stock 
is trading above the $33 
price of its November, 2010 
initial public offering for fhe 


first time in two years. 
Northrop Grumman 

gained $3.17, or 3.2 per¬ 
cent, to $82.19 after the 
defense contractor said its 
board approved the repur¬ 
chase of another $4 billion 
in stock, and that it plans 
to buy back a quarter of its 
outstanding shares by the 
end of 2015. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 121.18 points, 
or 0.8 percent, to 15,354.40. 
The index gained 1.6 per¬ 
cent for the week and is up 
17.2 percent for the year. 
The index started higher, 
then drifted through the 
rest of the morning. The 
index added to its gains 
in the afternoon, climbing 
about 70 points in the last 
two hours of the day. 

The Standard & Poor’ 500 
index climbed 15.65 points, 
or 1 percent, to 1,666.12. 
The gauge is up 2 percent 
this week and has gained 
16.8 percent this year. 

After some lackluster re¬ 
ports on the economy 
Thursday, including slow¬ 
ing manufacturing and an 
increase in applications for 
unemployment benefits, 
Friday’s reports were a ton¬ 
ic for investors. 

The Conference Board said 
ifs index of leading eco¬ 
nomic indicators rose 0.6 
percent last month after a 
revised decline of 0.2 per¬ 


cent in March. The index 
is intended to predict how 
the economy will be doing 
in three to six months. 

The University of Michigan's 
preliminary survey of con¬ 
sumer confidence climbed 
fo 83.7. Economists had 


predicted that the gauge 
would climb to 76.8. 

The strength of the rally in 
stocks has taken many by 
surprise, leaving investors 
waiting for a drop in prices 
to get into the market, said 
Jim Anderson, an invest¬ 
ment specialist at JPMor- 


gan. The S&P 500 index 
hasn’t fallen for two con¬ 
secutive days for a month. 
“Everyone is waiting for a 
pullback," Anderson said. 
“Every client asks me, 
‘When are we getting a 
pullback?’ With so many 


people waiting for it, and 
pouncing on it when it ar¬ 
rives, it’s over so quickly.” 
As well as giving stocks 
a lift, the positive eco¬ 
nomic reports also pushed 
government bond yields 
higher. The yield on the 10- 
year Treasury rose to 1.96 


percent from 1.88 percent 
Thursday as investors fa¬ 
vored riskier assets. 

The yield, which moves 
inversely to its prices, has 
jumped since May 3 after 
the government report¬ 
ed that hiring picked up 


sharply in April. The note 
started trading that day at 
1.63 percent, its low for the 
year. The move to riskier as¬ 
sets also gave small stocks 
a lift. The Russell 2000, an in¬ 
dex of smaller companies, 
rose 10.94 points, or 1.1 
percent, to 996.280 



Specialist Charles Boeddinghaus works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 
Encouraging news about the U.S. economy extended the stock market’s rally Friday. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Gauge of US economy’s future health up in April 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

measure of the U.S. econ¬ 
omy’s future health rose 
solidly in April, buoyed by a 
sharp rise in applications to 
build homes and a better 
job market. 

The Conference Board 
said Friday that its index 
of leading indicators in¬ 
creased 0.6 percent last 
month to a reading of 95. 
That followed a 0.2 per¬ 
cent decline in March. 

The index is intended to sig¬ 
nal economic conditions 
three to six months out. 
Conference Board econo¬ 
mist Ken Goldstein said the 
index is 3.5 percent higher 
at an annual rate than it 
was six months ago, sug¬ 
gesting expansion for the 


economy. 

Goldstein said that steady 
job gains and a recovering 
housing market are driving 
the economy and helping 
offset deep federal spend¬ 
ing cuts that threaten 
growth. The index is com¬ 
posed of 10 forward-point¬ 
ing indicators. Strength in 
April came from the surge 
in building permits, a drop 
in applications for unem¬ 
ployment benefits and a 
rising stock market. 

Holding the index back in 
April: Weaker consumer 
confidence and a de¬ 
cline in the average hours 
worked at U.S. factories. 

A separate report Friday 
from showed consumer 
confidence jumped to 
near a six-year high in early 
May. The University of Mich¬ 


igan’s consumer sentiment 
index rose to 83.7, up from 
76.4 in April. 

Economists attributed the 
gain to record-high stock 
prices, cheaper gas and 
solid employment gains. 
“Changes in confidence 
don’t always filter through 
into changes in spending, 
but the omens are good,” 
said Amna Asaf, an econo¬ 
mist at Capital Economics. 
The job market has also 
improved over the past 
six months. The economy 
has added an average of 
208,000 jobs a month since 
November. That's up from 
only 138,000 a month in the 
previous six months. 
Unemployment has fallen 
to a four-year low of 7.5 
percent. 

A rebound in housing, 


along with a limited supply 
of homes for sale, has lifted 
the construction industry. 
Construction cooled off 
in April, as builders broke 
ground on fewer homes 
after topping the 1 million 
mark in March for fhe first 
time since 2008. But most of 
the decline was in apart¬ 
ment construction, which 
tends to vary sharply from 
month to month. 

The most encouraging sign 
for fhe industry last month 
was that applications for 
new construction reached 
a five-year peak. That sug¬ 
gests the housing revival 
will be sustained. 

Builders are benefiting from 
a sustained rebound in 
housing that began a year 
ago. Steady job growth, 
rock-bottom mortgage 


rates and rising home val¬ 
ues have boosted de¬ 
mand. 

The overall economy grew 
at an annual rate of 2.5 
percent in the January- 
March quarter, up from a 
rate of just 0.4 percent in 
the October-December 
quarter. The fastest expan¬ 
sion in consumer spend¬ 
ing in more than two years 
drove economic growth in 
the first quarter. 

Many economists expect 
growth is slowing slightly in 
the current April-June pe¬ 
riod to around 2 percent. 
Still, cheaper gas prices 
helped consumers boost 
spending at retail business¬ 
es last month. Consumer 
spending accounts for 
nearly 70 percent of eco¬ 
nomic activity.Q 
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Motor City Milestone: 

GM stock rises above $33 for first time in 2 years 


Oil gains to 
nearly $96 

PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 

The price of oil rose to 
near $96 a barrel on Friday 
ahead of the release of 
Conference Board’s index 
of leading indicators for the 
U.S. economy. 

By early afternoon in Eu¬ 
rope, benchmark oil for 
June delivery was up 45 
cents to $95.61 a barrel in 
electronic trading on the 
New York Mercantile Ex¬ 
change. The contract rose 
86 cents on Thursday. 

The Conference Board’s 
index attempts to gauge 
what’s coming over the 
next several months — in¬ 
vestors will watch it for clues 
about the strength of the 
recovery in the world’s larg¬ 
est economy. 

Analysts, however, say the 
upward momentum in oil 
prices may be limited amid 
signs that the U.S. and Euro¬ 
pean economies still face 
considerable challenges. 
Applications for U.S. unem¬ 
ployment aid rose last week 
by 32,000 to a seasonally 
adjusted 360,000, the high¬ 
est in six weeks, the Labor 
Department said this week. 
A report on housing was 
neutral, while manufactur¬ 
ing in the mid-Atlantic re¬ 
gion fell. That data came 
on top of confirmation that 
the 17-nation euro region 
remained in recession af¬ 
ter contracting for a sixth- 
straight quarter in the Jan- 
uary-March period. 

“Several forces should keep 
the region in recession, in¬ 
cluding continued fiscal 
austerity, poor credit condi¬ 
tions in peripheral econo¬ 
mies and weak external de¬ 
mand," analysts at Capital 
Economics said in a market 
commentary. 

“The U.S. is the only ma¬ 
jor advanced economy 
to have achieved steady 
growth since 2009. The lat¬ 
est data have been mixed, 
but the fundamentals look 
strong enough to sustain a 
solid, if unspectacular, re¬ 
covery." 

Oil prices are likely to be 
limited also by a stronger 
dollar, which makes crude 
more expensive for traders 
using other currencies, and 
reports showing U.S. stock¬ 
piles of crude are near all- 
time highs.Q 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Shares of 
General Motors reached 
an important milestone on 
Friday, closing above their 
initial public offering price 
of $33 for the first time in 
more than two years. 

GM shares reached $33.77 
Friday before slipping back 
to close at $33.42, up 3.2 
percent. The auto giant 
sold shares to the public 
for $33 in a November 2010 
IPO, but they’ve traded 
below that price since May 


4, 2011. 

GM’s business is getting 
stronger. Two weeks ago, 
GM reported solid first- 
quarter earnings on robust 
sales in North America. On 
Friday, there were signs 
sales declines may have 
bottomed in Europe — 
where GM has lost money 
for more than a dozen 
years. 

Shares of all automakers 
traded in the U.S. show 


NEW YORK (AP) — Shares 
of Marketo, a provider of 
cloud-based marketing 
software, leaped in their 
trading debut on Friday. 
The stock rose $7.70, or 59.2 
percent, to $20.70 in after¬ 
noon trading. The shares 
were priced at $13, at the 
high end of the expected 
range of $11 to $13 per 


double-digit gains this year. 
GM and Ford are benefit¬ 
ing from strong sales in the 
U.S. as well as China. And 
investors believe the Japa¬ 
nese government’s eco¬ 
nomic policies create an 
advantage for exporters 
such as Toyota and Honda. 
Investors' overall enthu¬ 
siasm for stocks has also 
helped automakers’ 

shares. And as stock mar¬ 
kets set records, investors 
use some of their gains for 
a down payment on a car 
or truck. 


But GM’s 14 percent gain 
this year is also notable be¬ 
cause of its top sharehold¬ 
er: the U.S. Treasury. 

The government has been 
selling off the GM shares it 
received after providing 
the company with a $49.5 
billion bailout in 2008 and 
2009. The government has 
pledged to sell off taxpay¬ 
ers’ remaining 16 percent 
stake in GM by early next 
year. The rising stock price 


share. The broader markets 
rose just under 1 percent. 
Marketo raised about $79.3 
million in the offering. 

The initial public offering 
of approximately 6.1 mil¬ 
lion shares included about 
5.8 million shares being of¬ 
fered by Marketo Inc. and 
309,509 shares from selling 
stockholders. The San Ma- 


may hasten its exit. 

That would be fine with 
GM, which has long com¬ 
plained that government 
ownership has discour¬ 
aged some car buyers 
from considering GM cars 
and trucks and steered 
some investors away from 
the shares. 

In general, consumers 
have been anything but 
discouraged about buy¬ 
ing cars. An improving job 
market and the Federal 
Reserve’s low-interest rate 
policies are helping. Also, 


GM and Ford are finally 
getting credit for improve¬ 
ments they've made in 
their finances and vehicles, 
said David Whiston, an an¬ 
alyst with Morningstar. 

Sales hit 14.5 million last 
year after bottoming out 
at 10.4 million in 2009, and 
they're expected to rise 
as high as 15.5 million this 
year. 

Still, analysts are divided 
on how much further GM 


teo, Calif, company won’t 
receive any proceeds from 
stock sold by selling share¬ 
holders. Marketo said in 
a filing with the Securities 
and Exchange Commis¬ 
sion that it planned to use 
net proceeds from the of¬ 
fering and a concurrent 
private placement for 
working capital and other 


shares can climb. 

Itay Michaeli of Citi Invest¬ 
ment Research gives GM 
a “Buy” rating with a one- 
year price target of $38. 

But Jamie Albertine, an 
auto analyst with Stifel 
Nicolaus, is keeping a 
“Hold” recommendation 
on GM, saying the price 
surge isn’t backed by 
broader economic indica¬ 
tors in the U.S. “There’s still 
a very big and profound 
disconnect between the 
market and what the aver¬ 
age Joe is experiencing,” 
he said. 

GM, he said, has done a 
lot right since the IPO. The 
company has bolstered its 
balance sheet by generat¬ 
ing cash and cutting pen¬ 
sion liabilities buying back 
shares from the govern¬ 
ment. There's a possibility 
of resuming a dividend. 

The company also is re¬ 
placing its models at a fast¬ 
er rate than in the past, Al¬ 
bertine said. But while the 
Cadillac brand has seen 
sales improve, Chevrolet, 
by far GM’s largest brand, 
lacks hits. “I don’t think 
they have many game- 
changers,” he said. 

GM hopes it has a hit with 
the redesigned Silverado 
and Sierra pick-ups trucks, 
due to hit showrooms soon. 
The Silverado is the second- 
highest selling pickup in the 
U.S. after Ford’s F-series. 
The company said the new 
trucks should boost North 
American profits in the sec¬ 
ond half of the year. 

GM wasn’t the only stock 
to hit highs on Friday. Ford 
Motor Co. shares closed 
at $15.08, the first close 
above $15 since May 2011. 
U.S. shares of Toyota Motor 
Corp., Honda Motor Co., 
and Nissan Motor Co. all hit 
52-week intraday highsO 


general corporate purpos¬ 
es. The company said that 
it may also use part of the 
proceeds to buy or invest 
in complementary busi¬ 
nesses, products, services, 
technologies or other as¬ 
sets. 

The shares are listed on the 
Nasdaq under the “MKTO” 
ticker symbol.O 



Workers inspect Chevrolet Spin multi purpose vehicles at the General Motors Indonesia 
manufacturing facility in Bekasi, West Java, Indonesia. Shares of General Motors reached an 
important milestone on Friday, closing above their initial public offering price of $33 for the first 
time in more than two years. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana) 


Marketo jumps in 1st day trading on Nasdaq 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Kettle 

4 Receded 

9 Dinghy or dory 

13 Way out 

15 Treasure 
valuable cache 

16 Nervous 

17 Lima’s nation 

18 Takes on 
employees 

19 Cranny 

20 Poverty 

22 Strong desire 

23 Under the 
weather 

24 Shade tree 

26_by the rules; 

is obedient 

29 Thiamin 
deficiency 
disease 

34 Delany and 
Carvey 

35 Crumble 
cheese 

36 Allow 

37 Friendly nation 

38 Boat docks 

39 Singer Lady_ 

40 Word of mild 
surprise 

41 Keeps 

42 Part of a flower 

43 Highly 
respected 

45 Certainly 

46 Space; opening 

47 Squirmy bait 

48 Whip 

51 Make blush 

56 Reddish horse 

57 Pot braised 
cut of beef 

58 Ark builder 

60 Resound 

61 Upper crust 

62 Therefore 

63 Brutal gangster 

64 Dissuade 

65 Dine 

DOWN 

1 Get-up-and-go 

2 Plow animals 

3 Grow weary 

4 Set of moral 
principles 


5 Threshold 

6 Monotonous 
speaker 

7 Arden & Plumb 

8 Dinner courses 

9 Deaden 

10 Fragrance 

11 Very eager 

12 Little child 
14 Voting day in 

the USA 
21 Passes away 

25 Fib 

26 Saying 

27 Bundles of hay 

28 Creek 

29 Raise AKC 
dogs 

30 All glistening 

31 Thrill 

32 Fit for a king 

33 Venice’s nation 

35_up; quit 

38 Catered to; 
indulged 

39 Relevant 

41 Mediterranean 
or Caribbean 

42 Sound of a 
contented cat 


All Rights Reserved. 

44 Holiday drink 

45 One who puts 
things into 
categories 

47 Use foolishly 

48 Worry 

49 Scotland’s _ 
Lomond 

50 Hawaiian island 


52 Beauty 
spot 

53 Harass; push 
someone’s 
buttons 

54 Tender to the 
touch 

55 Long story 

59 Very spicy 


©2013 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Clinging to relevance by their fingernails? On 



Jimmy Kimmel during the ABC upfront presentation for 2013- 
2014, in an undated handout photo. The network upfronts, which 
took place in mid May 2013 across Manhattan, are dress-up 
gatherings at which networks large and small unveil their com¬ 
ing schedules for advertisers and try to make the case that their 
shows are a better ad buy than anyone else’s shows. 

(Ida Mae Astute/ABC via The New York Times) 


NEIL GENZUNGER 
© 2013 New York Times 

The network upfronts are 
about entertainment, but 
how do they stack up as 
entertainment? 

Go to one of them - it 
doesn’t matter which - 
and you’ll probably come 
away thinking: “Two hours 
of cheesy hype with a few 
good jokes thrown in." Go 
to a bunch, though, and 
you might start to view 
them as artfully construct¬ 
ed character studies, poi¬ 
gnant tableaus in which a 
central figure - the network 
- uses a facade of jokes 
and stardust to hide a mass 
of fears and insecurities. 
Dang it, these gaudy spec¬ 
tacles are actually small 
masterpieces in the best 
tears-of-a-clown tradition. 
The upfronts, which took 
place this week across 
Manhattan, are dress-up 
gatherings at which net¬ 
works large and small un¬ 
veil their coming sched¬ 
ules for advertisers and 
try to make the case that 
their shows are a better 


ad buy than anyone else's 
shows. Making that case 
generally involves lead¬ 
ing with some jokes, then 
reminding the audience 
that each and every one 
of the network’s returning 
series or sports programs is 
the most-watched show 
on television among some 
obscure demographic. At 
some point, glimpses are 
provided of new series, all 
of which feature the most 
exciting actors working to¬ 
day and were created by 
someone who once had 
a series or movie that was 
successful or at least wasn’t 
a complete flop. Stars are 
trotted out to wave and 
then go back to wherever 
it is that TV stars spend their 
downtime. Throughout, the 
crowd is pummeled with so 
many dizzying video col¬ 
lages that pop-up migraine 
clinics materialize outside 
the theaters. 

A talk-show type, if the net¬ 
work has one, might do 
a jokey monologue, and 
the executives too try their 
hand at stand-up. The most 


fearless is Steve Koonin, 
president of Turner Enter¬ 
tainment Networks, who 
this year served up a funny 
bit in which he did acrobat¬ 
ic flips, juggled while riding 
a unicycle and showed off 
formidable break-dancing 
skills. At least, it looked like 
him. The flashy stunts were 
actually performed by 
look-alikes, dressed and 
bewigged to mimic his 
distinctive appearance, 
which is - to be polite - not 
particularly athletic. 

Staid CBS surprised the 
crowd at Carnegie Hall 
with a funny bit by Jo Ann 
Ross, the network's presi¬ 
dent of sales, who an¬ 
nounced that she was not 
there to give the ad buyers 
in the audience a hard sell. 
While she spoke, messages 
such as “Buy” and “Your 
ad here” were projected 
onto her skirt. 

Later in CBS’ event, Robin 
Williams, who will have a 
new series called “The Cra- 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW! 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV $19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum IB OV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
1B Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

'"Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, 1 Bdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.concieraerealtv.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 


Tel: 5&2-0697 / 501-7404 
Sctalland 5tr 70 
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with the show! 

zy Ones” on the network 
this fall, vamped for a few 
minutes about the good 
old days, when ideas for 
new shows were hatched 
amid mounds of cocaine. 
Is it a good sign when your 
president of sales is fun¬ 
nier than your biggest fall- 
season star? Maybe not. 
(Another not-good sign: 
Both the CBS event and 
NBC’s at Radio City Music 
Hall featured parodies of 
the same “Les Miserables” 
song. Thus is creativity de¬ 
fined in TV land.) 

Taken collectively, the ex¬ 
ecutive humor at the up¬ 
fronts tends to be rooted in 
self-deprecation.□ 



FOR SALE 

Time Share for sale 
wk 19 Rm157 

Aruba Beach Club USD$2600 
1 night 5/17 FOR RENT $65 
also floating wks Divi march to dec 
local until 5/17 565-9394 or 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 
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POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

O'STAn Eaqle Tel. 587-9011 

S. NICOLAS San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 

SERVICES 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


Mei 20 


Monarch of the Seas 


199562 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 


FOR SALE 

La Cabana wk 13, sun-sun 

Studio, sleeps 4 
newly renovated, ocean and 
pool view $5500 
Denise 847-446-4223 
denisehgibson@gmail.com 

199142 

BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITY 

SeaDine underwater fish feed 
company US, Aruba, 
Netherland patents and 
trademarks # 1 in the 
Caribbean. 
chris@seadine.com 

_ 199346 

FOR SALE 
House by owner 

Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area property 
land. 

Price $155,000 
for more information 
call: 594-6639 

199557 


Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FA?A)_Tel: _583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tel_ 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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U.S. potato giant bets on biotech potatoes 



This Friday, May 10, 2013 photo shows a genetically engineered potato poking through the soil 
of a planting pot inside J.R. Simplot’s lab in southwestern Idaho. Simplot is seekingll.S. regulatory 
approval to market the potatoes _ which resist browning and are designed to produce lower levels 
of potentially cancer-causing acrylamide when fried _ to growers and, eventually, consumers. 

Associated Press 


JOHN MILLER 
Associated Press 
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A doz¬ 
en years after a customer 
revolt forced Monsanto to 
ditch its genetically engi¬ 
neered potato, another 
company aims to resurrect 
high-tech spuds. 

This month, tuber process¬ 
ing giant J.R. Simplot Co. 
asked the U.S. govern¬ 
ment to approve five vari¬ 
eties of biotech potatoes. 
They're engineered not to 
develop ugly black bruises. 
McDonald’s, which gets 
many of its fries from Sim¬ 
plot, rejects those. They're 
also designed to have less 
of a natural but potentially 
cancer-causing neurotox¬ 
in, acrylamide. 

Much has changed in 12 
years, according to the 
Boise-based company. 
Unlike transgenic varieties 
Monsanto commercialized 
in the 1990s using genes 
from synthetic bacteria to 
kill insect pests, Simplot’s 
new “lnnate”-brand po¬ 
tatoes use only potato 
genes. 

Haven Baker, Simplot’s 
Yale- and Harvard Univer¬ 
sity-trained vice-president 
of plant sciences, said his 
scientists journeyed inside 
the vegetable’s genome 
to “silence" unwanted at¬ 
tributes, while making sure 
it remained 100 percent 
potato. 

“You’ll never get as much 
beneficial effect from tra¬ 
ditional plant breeding,” 
he said. “And it’ll take 
twice as long.” 

Those in the industry re¬ 
member Monsanto’s ill- 
fated foray and say Sim- 
plot's major challenge in 
avoiding a similar fate is 
ensuring its product is ac¬ 
ceptable among growers, 
processors and, ultimately, 
people eating it. 

“Unless your customers 
are prepared to embrace 


this product, it's not go¬ 
ing to be successful," said 
Frank Muir, president of the 
Idaho Potato Commission 
that represents Idaho’s $3 
billion industry. His group, 
whose website boasts Ida¬ 


ho potatoes aren't geneti¬ 
cally engineered, hasn’t 
weighed in on Simplot’s 
endeavor. 

But Muir does think the 
company is making the 


right moves: Reaching out 
to the industry, as well as 
consumers who may even¬ 
tually buy Innate potatoes 
as big, un-bruised bakers 
or golden fries. “They’re 
taking all the appropriate 


steps.” 

As the USDA and Food and 
Drug Administration em¬ 
bark on vetting Simplot's 
potatoes, the agencies 
are nearing completion of 
a similar review of a geneti¬ 
cally engineered apple 
created by a Canadian 
company, Okanogan Spe¬ 
cialty Fruits, to resist brown¬ 
ing when cut. 

The apple industry has op¬ 
posed Okanogan's “Arc¬ 
tic” apple, on grounds it 
could create marketing 
headaches for growers of 
unmodified apples. Chris¬ 


tian Schlect, the Northwest 
Horticultural Council presi¬ 
dent, said he hopes the 
potatoes go to market first. 
“We’d just as soon the 
potato people take the 
initial foray on marketing 
this technology, and we’ll 
follow their experience,” 
he said. In fact, the two 
products, should they win 
the government's bless¬ 
ing, could hit customers 
about the same time, 2015 
or 2016. Baker said with 
Simplot’s new potatoes, 
growers would earn more 
money with less wastage 
from bruising, something 
that can affect up to 5 
percent of their harvest. 
Additionally, the spuds 
are designed to produce 
acrylamide levels so low 
they skirt California's strict, 
voter-mandated cancer 
labels on french fries and 
potato chips, he said. 
McDonald’s didn’t return 
a call seeking comment 
about the tubers. A big 
Simplot processing rival, 
ConAgra, says its potatoes 
are not genetically engi¬ 
neered. 

Twelve years on, St. Louis- 
based Monsanto remains 
tight lipped about jet¬ 
tisoning its “New Leaf” 
potatoes — engineered, 
among other things, to kill 
Colorado potato beetles. 
That was a business deci¬ 
sion “not influenced by 
any negative reaction to 


genetically-modified or¬ 
ganisms,” spokeswoman 
Carly Scaduto said. 

But experts say plunging 
interest — including from 
Simplot, which told farmers 
in Idaho and North Dako¬ 
ta in 2000 to quit planting 
New Leaf potatoes after 
restaurants like McDon¬ 
ald’s banished them from 
their fryers — drove the 
spuds from the fields. Mon¬ 
santo’s biotech potatoes, 
planted on 55,000 acres in 
North America in 1996, dis¬ 
appeared by 2002. 

Joe Guenther, a Univer¬ 
sity of Idaho professor of 
agricultural economics, 
in 2011 won funding from 
Simplot to survey potato 
industry players about re¬ 
introducing genetically en¬ 
gineered potatoes into the 
food chain. His conclusion: 
It could succeed, provided 
potatoes were modified 
with potato genes, not for¬ 
eign microorganisms that 
in the 1990s spawned terms 
like “frankenfood.” 

“The Monsanto product 
crossed that species line,” 
Guenther said. “The excit¬ 
ing thing about the Simplot 
product is, it stays within 
the potato species.” 
Another thing Guenther's 
2011 report said would help 
was backing from an envi¬ 
ronmental group, some¬ 
thing that remains a scarce 
commodity. Groups wor¬ 
ried about corporations 
commandeering potato 
genes a decade ago re¬ 
main no less alarmed. 

Bill Freese, science policy 
analyst with Washington, 
D.C.-based Center for 
Food Safety, said Simplot's 
potatoes join a litany of 
other genetically engi¬ 
neered crops that don't 
face rigorous-enough 
USDA or FDA testing. 

While Simplot’s Baker 
said 20 field trials dem¬ 
onstrate Innate potatoes 
exhibit characteristics vir¬ 
tually identical to their un¬ 
modified cousins, Freese 
painted a darker picture: 
Genetic engineering is a 
noisy, unpredictable pro¬ 
cess, where the best-inten- 
tioned genome tinkering 
could be accompanied 
by unforeseen effects on 
human health and the 
environment. □ 
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This Friday, May 10, 2013 photo shows genetically engineered 
potatoes growing in rows inside a J.R. Simplot greehouse in 
southwestern Idaho. Associated Press 
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In Miami, 
Donna Karan 
showcases 
Haitian 
artisans 


JENNIFER KAY 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — The hand¬ 
bag Donna Karan was 
showing off Friday lacked 
her signature logo, or any 
designer's logo. It was 
made of paper mache 
and, the fashion designer 
said, represented Haiti’s 
handmade carnival masks 
— in wearable form. 

She said the tote bag and 
other similar fashion and 
decorative items made by 
Haitian artisans are part of 
her “dressing and address¬ 
ing people" campaign: 
taking art to where the 
most people will buy it. 

“A painting can say any¬ 
thing, but let’s get it out 
there in the world where 
people buy T-shirts,” Karan 
said at the opening of a Lit¬ 
tle Haiti Cultural Center ex¬ 
hibition of art, accessories 
and furnishings produced 
by artisans in Haiti and sold 
through Karan's Urban Zen 
Foundation. It’s no char¬ 
ity craft fair. The items art¬ 
fully displayed in the Miami 
gallery would sell in any 
mainstream home furnish¬ 
ings store. What sets them 
apart is their origin: hand¬ 
made in Haiti from stone, 
wood, metals and textiles 
sourced or repurposed in 
the Caribbean country. 
Tobacco leaves are mold¬ 
ed into neutrally colored 
vases. Strings of crystals 
dangle from wrought- 
iron chandeliers. Naugh¬ 
ty, charming, seahorse¬ 
shaped figures cut from 
tires strut in lines across a 
wall. 

Discarded cartons and 
wrappers have been 
coiled into beads for multi¬ 
strand, statement neck¬ 
laces. Fully functional tote 
bags are made from recy¬ 


cled cotton T-shirts or pa¬ 
per mache (“It's so dura¬ 
ble, it’s scary,” Karan said). 
The exhibition also includes 
oversized metal work by 
contemporary Haitian art¬ 
ist Philippe Dodard. He 
also is the director of Haiti’s 
national arts school and is 
working with Karan to train 
Haitian artisans with tech¬ 
niques that will help them 
bring their traditional skills 
to a global marketplace. 
“What we have to do is 
give them the tools to 
produce a product that is 
equal to their competition. 
That doesn’t mean fac¬ 
tory. That means artisanal,” 
Karan said. 

Karan started her Urban 
Zen Foundation after the 
death of her husband in 
2001. A Haitian employee 
at the foundation urged 
her to turn her focus to the 
Caribbean country after 
Haiti was devastated by 
an earthquake three years 
ago. Karan is among the 
designers, celebrities and 
retailers who have advo¬ 
cated for Haitian artisans 
amid ongoing, sputter¬ 
ing reconstruction efforts. 
Many of the artisans lost 
tools, studios, homes and 
loved ones in the earth¬ 
quake. “She understands 
what we as a people, what 
we as a government, want 
to do with our art: show 
the world the riches of Haiti 
and commercialize it,” said 
Haiti’s consul general in Mi¬ 
ami, Francois Guillaume. 
“But, we don’t want to lose 
our identity. We don’t want 
to lose whatever it is that 
makes Donna Karan like 
Haiti that much." 

The “Discover Haiti Exhibi¬ 
tion" will run at the Little 
Haiti Cultural Center for 
two months. □ 



Fashion designer Donna Karan smiles as she talks to guests and visitors at the Little Haiti Cultural 
Center in Miami, Friday, May 17, 2013. Karan is among the designers and celebrities who have 
advocated for Haitian artisans since a catastrophic earthquake shook the Caribbean country in 
2010. Associated Press 
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This Oct. 28, 2011 file photo shows, from left, Carson Daly, Cee 
Lo Green, Adam Levine, Blake Shelton, and Christina Aguilera, 
from the reality television competition “The Voice”, in Culver 
City, Calif. 

Associated Press 


‘The Voice’ brings back 
Aguilera, Cee Lo Green 


NEW YORK (AP) — “The 
Voice” is leaving the judg¬ 
ing drama to its rivals. 

The NBC singing contest 
said Friday that Christina 
Aguilera and Cee Lo Green 
will return for “The Voice” 
Season 5, joining Adam 
Levine and Blake Shelton. 
Their midseason replace¬ 
ments— Shakira and Usher 
— will be back for Season 
6, which will air in midsea¬ 


son 2014. Meanwhile Fox 
is scrambling to revive 
“American Idol" after re¬ 
cord low ratings for Thurs¬ 
day’s finale, with 14.3 mil¬ 
lion viewers. Original judge 
Randy Jackson has already 
announced his exit and 
Fox is making yet-to-be de¬ 
tailed format changes. 

Last week “The Voice" nar¬ 
rowly edged out “Idol" in 
weekly ratings.^ 


George Michael injured 
in another car crash 



In this Sept. 9,2012 file photo, British singer George Michael per¬ 
forms at a concert to raise money for AIDS charity Sidaction, 
during the Symphonica tour at Palais Gamier Opera house in 
Paris, France. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — George 
Michael was being treat¬ 
ed at a hospital Friday for 
what his publicist called 
minor injuries after being a 
passenger in a car crash 
near London. 

A statement released Fri¬ 
day said the singer was in 
an accident on Thursday 
night and suffered “superfi¬ 
cial cuts and bruises.” 

The statement from publi¬ 
cist Connie Filippello said 
no other vehicle was in¬ 
volved in the crash. She 


declined to provide details 
about where Michael is 
hospitalized or when he will 
be released. 

Sky News reported that the 
crash happened Thursday 
evening on the crowded 
Ml motorway just north¬ 
west of London. It said a 
different man in the crash 
had to be taken by air am¬ 
bulance to a hospital for 
a head injury. The popular 
singer has had numerous 
car-related problems in re¬ 
cent years. □ 



In this Friday, Nov. 4, 2011 file photo, Andrew Mason, founder and CEO of Groupon, attends his 
company’s IPO at Nasdaq, in New York. 

Associated Press 


Ex-Groupon CEO working 
9 to 5 on business album 


MARLEY SEAMAN 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Former 
Groupon CEO Andrew Ma¬ 
son is diving into several 
new ventures, including in¬ 
dulging his inner rock star 
with an album of “motiva¬ 
tional business music.” 
Mason said Thursday on his 
blog that he recently spent 
a week in Los Angeles and 
recorded a collection of 
seven songs called “Hardly 
Workin’.” 

Mason said he wants to 
present business wisdom to 
younger people and that 
the songs will help them 
understand ideas that are 


critical to becoming pro¬ 
ductive and effective em¬ 
ployees. He said many of 
Groupon’s employees are 
young and many didn’t 
have much familiarity with 
business, and didn’t want 
to read books on the sub¬ 
ject. 

Mason plans to start a new 
company in the fall. He 
didn’t disclose details but 
said he’ll be moving to San 
Francisco from Chicago. 
He also said he is taking an 
advisory position at Y Com- 
binator, a selective incuba¬ 
tor program that supports 
development of entrepre¬ 
neurial companies. Mason 


said he will spend one day 
every week at the firm’s of¬ 
fices and will advise new 
startups. 

Mason did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. Technology me¬ 
dia website TechCrunch 
said it had confirmed with 
Mason that he was serious 
about the album. 

Mason founded Groupon, 
an online deals site. He was 
fired as CEO in February. 
The move had been an¬ 
ticipated for months, given 
concerns about the com¬ 
pany's financial and stock 
performance^ 


Obama to host concert 
honoring Carole King 


DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama is put¬ 
ting on a show at the White 
House next week for singer- 
songwriter Carole King. 

She is the first woman to 
receive the Gershwin Prize 
for Popular Song from the 
Library of Congress. 

The White House says 
Obama will present the 
award to King during a 
concert Wednesday. The 
program will include per¬ 


formances by King, Glo¬ 
ria Estefan, Billy Joel, Jesse 
McCartney, Emeli Sande, 
James Taylor and Trisha 
Yearwood. King’s hits dur¬ 
ing five decades of song¬ 
writing include “You’ve Got 
a Friend,” "So Far Away” 
and “(You Make Me Feel 
Like) A Natural Woman." 
Wednesday’s concert 
will be the latest in the “In 
Performance at the White 
House” series. It will be 
streamed live on www. 
whitehouse.govO 
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In this Nov. 30, 2011 file photo, 
singer-musician Carole King is 
seen in New York. 

Associated Press 
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On The Plus Side ... 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Let’s try to come up with some 
positive thoughts about the re¬ 
cent political fortunes of the 
Obama White House: 

— Economy’s getting a little bet¬ 
ter. Deficit’s dropping. 

— Bill Clinton had a really terrible 
second term and look how well 
things turned out for him. 

— Nobody in the administration 
has been caught driving to Can¬ 
ada with Bo the dog strapped to 
the car roof. 

It’s been quite a week, what 
with the IRS scandal, the Beng¬ 
hazi controversy and revelations 
about the Justice Department’s 
sweep of The Associated Press’ 
phone records. Plus, the Rus¬ 
sians came up with an alleged 
American spy in a bad wig who 
they said was caught carrying 
a compass, an atlas of Moscow 
and a ridiculous traitor-recruit¬ 
ment letter. That one could be a 
setup, but if it’s real, then we are 
just going to have to cancel the 
summer. 

Republicans were leaping joyful¬ 
ly through the capital like over- 
caffeinated gazelles. There is not 
a committee chairman in the 
House of Representatives who 
isn’t planning hearings of out¬ 
rage about something - except 
maybe the poor woman John 
Boehner appointed to run the 
committee in charge of house¬ 
keeping. 

Heads must roll! Sen. James In- 
hofe announced that “people 
may be starting to use the i-word 
before too long,” having appar¬ 
ently missed all the prior calls for 
the president’s impeachment 
for everything from failure to bal¬ 
ance the budget to gun control. 
Sen. Marco Rubio demanded 
“the IRS commissioner’s resigna¬ 
tion,” possibly unaware that the 
nation had not had an IRS com¬ 
missioner since last November. 
Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid expressed doubt that the 
nation would be satisfied just 
with the head of “some tempo¬ 
rary guy” and called for a per¬ 
manent appointment. This was 
presumably due to Reid’s desire 
for stability, not just a more re¬ 
warding target. 

The acting commissioner did, 
indeed, get the ax Wednesday, 
but the chances that the Sen¬ 
ate is going to approve a new 
Internal Revenue Service com¬ 
missioner are approximately as 
good as the odds it will include 
zombies under Social Security. 
Reid is still struggling with the 
nominations for the Consumer 


Financial Protection Bureau 
and the Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency, which have been 
held up by the Republicans on 
the grounds that they don’t re¬ 
ally like the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau and the Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agency. 
The Labor Department appears 
likely to get a new leader the 
very second hell freezes over. 
Also, Republican Sen. Roy Blunt 
of Missouri has vowed to put a 
hold on EPA nominee Gina Mc¬ 
Carthy until he gets a new flood¬ 
way project. Serious problem for 
Washington: How do you get 
heads to roll when there aren’t 
any heads? Except for Attorney 
General Eric Holder, who’s been 
running the Justice Department 
for what seems like 100 years 
and appears linked to just about 
every disaster in the history of 
the Obama administration. I be¬ 
lieve we may soon discover that 
he was the one who provided 
the would-be spy in Russia with 
a brown wig that looks like an 
obese cat. 

People, this too shall pass. We’re 
in a moment, not a map for the 
entire Obama second term. It 
is, of course, possible that things 
will get worse and we’ll discover 
the president’s health care plan 
is, as Michele Bachmann claims, 
part of a plot to deny medi¬ 
cal treatment to conservatives. 
Or things could get better. The 
White House seems to be getting 
some traction on the IRS. Maybe 
the economy will really improve, 
the scandals will run their course, 
and people will turn their atten¬ 
tion to worthy causes like early 
childhood education or stop¬ 
ping climate change. 
Admittedly, the last scenario is 
a long shot. And even if Barack 
Obama ascended into heaven, 
the Republicans would point 
out that before he went, the IRS 
picked on the tea party. 

Maybe, while he’s crisis-man¬ 
aging, the president could also 
figure out a way to show people 
government working at some¬ 
thing other than reorganizing 
troubled agencies. Maybe he 
could start off with passing a bill 
that’s supereasy. I notice that 
in state legislatures, when times 
are tough, parties are sometimes 
able to get together in order 
to pick a new state thing. You 
know, state bird, state animal. 
Some states find this so relaxing 
they never stop. (New Mexico 
has an official state guitar, state 
tie and state aircraft, which, 
unfortunately, is the hot-air bal¬ 
loon.) 

The United States has a few of 
these items, like a bird and an 
anthem, but there’s plenty of 
territory to cover. The president 
could demand that Congress 
pick an official national rock. 
Committees could hold hearings 
about the relative merits of slate 
and granite. Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell would 
threaten to filibuster unless his 
colleagues considered coal. 
But, in the end, I believe every¬ 
body would rally around a grand 
compromise for marble. And the 
country would feel much, much 
better. 

Baby steps. Then we can get to 
the debt ceilingQ 



When Governments Go Bad 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2013 New York Times 

Government, Clinton Rossiter 
once wrote, is something like 
fire: “Under control, it is the most 
useful of servants; out of control, 
it is a ravaging tyrant.” 

So you want government work¬ 
ers to be acutely aware of the 
ambiguous and perilous nature 
of their position. You want them 
to have a heart full of affection 
for the people they serve. They 
should regard the people as a 
mentor, respecting their wis¬ 
dom, grateful for their trust and 
longing to serve them with def¬ 
erence and respect. 

As they love and respect the 
voters, you also want govern¬ 
ment workers to fear them¬ 
selves. You want officials who 
are aware that they probably 
went into government in part 
because they have a desire to 
shape and help other people, 
and that this desire comes with 
its own form of immoderation. 
You want government workers 
who are alert to their own ten¬ 
dency toward bossiness; who 
ladle out their power carefully, 
gram by gram; who are aware 
that they are not really as be¬ 
nevolent and disinterested as 
they seem to themselves. Most 
of all, you want people with a 
strong sense of self-restraint. 

As a surgeon abhors sloppiness, 
the best government workers 
instinctively abhor any hint of 
domination. Knowing how pow¬ 


er is liable to corrupt them, they 
tend to shrink back at any hint of 
their own overreach and desire 
for control. But we don’t exactly 
see this attitude in the big stories 
about government today, do 
we? Most government workers 
are amazingly dedicated and 
talented, and they put in a level 
of commitment that is far out of 
proportion to their salaries. But 
we’re also seeing government 
workers, who, far from check¬ 
ing their own desire for control, 
have taken it out for a romp. 
The IRS scandal and Justice De¬ 
partment’s invasion of The As¬ 
sociated Press are just the most 
recent examples of overreach. 
They rest on top of the daily in¬ 
trusions of the post-9/11 security 
apparatus and much else. 

It’s hard to tell now if the IRS 
scandal is political thuggery or 
obliviousness. It would be one 
thing if the scandal is just a 
group of tax people targeting 
the most anti-tax groups in the 
country. That’s just normal, run- 
of-the-mill partisan antipathy. 

It would be far worse if the se¬ 
nior workers of the IRS have be¬ 
come so isolated by their tech¬ 
nocratic task that they didn’t 
even recognize that using the 
search term “Tea Party” was 
going to be a moral and politi¬ 
cal problem. If that’s the case, 
then the members of the IRS 
leadership are suffering from a 
tunnel vision that turns outside 
reality into abstractions. When 
government workers lose touch 
with the normal human context 
of their job, that’s when the real 
horror show commences. 
Everyone is treating the IRS issue 
as a bigger deal, but the Justice 
Department scandal is worse. 
This was a sweeping intrusion 
that makes it hard for the press 
to do its job. Who is going to call 
a journalist to report wrongdo¬ 
ing knowing that at some future 
date, the government might 
feel perfectly free to track the 
phone records and hunt you 
down? would have thought a 
dozen Justice Department of¬ 


ficials would have risen up and 
splashily resigned when they 
learned of the scope of this in¬ 
vasion. Aren’t there some law¬ 
yers in the Justice Department, 
and, if so, did they go to law 
schools where the Constitution 
is left unassigned? This scandal 
arises from a larger cultural vi¬ 
rus: leakaphobia. Every admin¬ 
istration centralizes power more 
tightly than the one before 
and is more paranoid about 
leaks than the one before. Ev¬ 
ery administration successively 
narrows the circle of debate, 
forsaking wide deliberation for 
the sake of reducing leaks (ex¬ 
cept the politically useful ones). 
Why do they do this? Because 
people who go into govern¬ 
ment not only have a tendency 
to want to control other people 
but also to control information. 
We clearly have a values prob¬ 
lem in the federal government. 
We clearly have a few or many 
agencies where the leaders 
don’t emphasize that workers 
need to check themselves, or 
risk losing what remains of the 
people’s trust. The rest of us just 
have to be more wary. For ex¬ 
ample, I generally support the 
little behavioral nudges that 
Cass Sunstein describes in his 
outstanding book “Simpler” 
- the subtle policy shifts that 
induce people to save more, 
or eat healthier. I’d trust some¬ 
body with a minimalist disposi¬ 
tion like Sunstein to implement 
these policies. But I wouldn’t 
necessarily trust the people at 
the IRS or Justice Department to 
implement them. They’d take 
a nudge and expand it into 
a shove. And what are we to 
make of financial regulatory re¬ 
form and the new health care 
law? In a culture of unrestraint, 
will federal regulators use these 
rule-writing opportunities to ex¬ 
pand their reach beyond any¬ 
thing now imagined? 

People can only have faith in a 
government that self-restrains, 
and there’s little evidence of 
that now. □ 
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As studios lean on blockbusters, the flop looms 


JAMES B. STEWART 
© 2013 New York Times 

For the big Hollywood film 
studios, this summer could 
turn out to be “Apocalypse 
the Day after Tomorrow: 
Clash of fhe Blockbusters.” 
Or maybe “Armageddon 
2 - Revenge of the Critics.” 
With a record number of 
big-budget action- and 
special effect-laden block¬ 


busters opening between 
the beginning of this month 
and the end of August, 
competition for the spec¬ 
tacle-craving young male 
and surging international 
audience has never been 
more intense. 

Steven Soderbergh, the 
much-admired filmmaker, 
delivered a blistering cri¬ 
tique of the phenomenon 
at the San Francisco Inter¬ 
national Film Festival a few 
weeks ago, bemoaning 
studio executives' lack of 
imagination and their fixa¬ 
tion on big-budget fran¬ 
chise films. “Cinema as I 
define it, and as something 
that inspired me, is under 
assault by the studios,” he 
said. He likened the big 
studios to “Detroit before 
the bailout” and worried 
that the hegemony of the 
blockbuster is “a trajectory 
that I think is pretty difficult 
to reverse." But his warning 
may have come too late 


for fhis summer, when the 
studios seem to be head¬ 
ed over a blockbuster cliff. 
The numbers are pretty 
stark. According to Doug 
Creutz, the senior media 
and entertainment ana¬ 
lyst for Cowen & Co.: “Of 
the expensive action and 
animated movies, we’ve 
never had a summer 
where more than nine did 


well, and often it’s fewer. 
This summer you've got 17 
blockbusters coming out 
between May and July, 19 
if you add August," which 
he said is the most crowd¬ 
ed release slate in recent 
memory. “Is this going to 
be by far fhe biggest sum¬ 
mer box office in history? 
Maybe, if they’re all great 
movies, but it’s not likely.” 
Studios have been shift¬ 
ing their resources toward 
what are variously called 
blockbuster, event, or tent 
pole movies for years - the 
big-budget movies intend¬ 
ed to help studios make up 
for their less profitable films. 
By and large, the strategy 
seems to have paid off. 
“We haven’t seen many 
tent poles blow up," Mi¬ 
chael Nathanson, a me¬ 
dia analyst and managing 
director at Nomura. “But 
this summer could be the 
breaking point. There may 
be some big write-offs on 


some of these films." 

The dominance of the 
blockbuster may have 
many directors, writers 
and producers wring¬ 
ing their hands, but it has 
been warmly welcomed 
by moviegoing audiences 
and Wall Street. Of the 15 
movies that have grossed 
more than $1 billion, all 
were big-budget and all 


but three (“Avatar," “Titan¬ 
ic” and “Alice in Wonder¬ 
land") were franchise films. 
And only “Avafar" could 
be considered original ma¬ 
terial. Disney’s “Iron Man 
3,” the quintessential fran¬ 
chise blockbuster, opened 
two weeks ago and on 
Thursday joined the billion- 
dollar ranks. 

(Curiously, once the figures 
are adjusted for inflation, 
none of the Top 10 gross¬ 
ing films of all time were 
part of a franchise, though 
all were big-budget event 
films at the time. The top 
grossing movie, adjusted 
for inflation, is “Gone with 
the Wind.”) 

Despite often scathing re¬ 
views from critics, Soder¬ 
bergh readily conceded 
that blockbuster films seem 
to have “the full support of 
the audience.” While wait¬ 
ing at Kennedy Airport, 
he said, he saw “a guy on 
the other side of the aisle 


in front of me and he pulls 
out his iPad to start watch¬ 
ing stuff.” Soderbergh went 
on: “I'm curious to see 
what he's going to watch 
- he's a white guy in his 
mid-30s. And I begin to re¬ 
alize what he’s done is he’s 
loaded in half a dozen ac¬ 
tion sort of extravaganzas 
and he’s watching each 
of the action sequences. 


He’s skipping over all the 
dialogue and the narra¬ 
tive. This guy’s flight is going 
to be five and a half hours 
of just mayhem porn.” 

The blockbuster phenom¬ 
enon is also pleasing Wall 
Street and investors be¬ 
cause it means that the big 
studios are making fewer 
movies, yet commanding 
a larger share of total box- 
office revenue. "It’s been 
a smart strategy," Nathan¬ 
son said. “They're making 
fewer films and controlling 
costs and they've stabi¬ 
lized the industry. This is ap¬ 
pealing to Wall Street. It’s a 
coherent strategy that can 
be articulated to investors. 
The studios may not be 
growing much, but they’re 
not the declining problem 
children they were after 
the DVD bubble popped." 
Time Warner's Warner 
Bros, studio is widely cred¬ 
ited with inventing the 
approach (and its “Harry 


Potter" films are some of 
fhe most successful in the 
genre), but Disney under 
the current chief execu¬ 
tive, Robert Iger, is seen 
today as its most zealous 
and successful practitio¬ 
ner. With its acquisitions of 
Pixar, Marvel and, last year, 
Lucasfilm, Disney has spent 
billions to acquire others' 
intellectual property, and 
what Disney hopes will be 
the foundation of genera¬ 
tions of future blockbust¬ 
ers. Whether this bold bet 
ultimately pays off remains 
to be seen, but Marvel un¬ 
der Disney has gotten off 
to a strong start. “Disney 
is basically 100 percent 
blockbusters,” Creutz said, 
not counting films it distrib¬ 
utes for others, like Dream¬ 
Works Studios. “There are a 
few exceptions, but when 
they’ve invested in the 
big event movies, they've 
come out pretty well.” 

Last year, Disney's oper¬ 
ating income from stu¬ 
dio entertainment (which 
also includes its Broadway 
productions) rose 17 per¬ 
cent, to $722 million from 
$618 million, largely on the 
strength of “The Aveng¬ 
ers.” Disney shares have 
doubled in the last year 
and a half (although studio 
earnings make up a rela¬ 
tively small percentage of 
total income). 

For Disney, 2015 will be a 
crucial test of the strategy. 
That year the studio is plan¬ 
ning another “Star Wars” 
film, a sequel to “Aveng¬ 
ers,” a “Pirates of the Ca¬ 
ribbean 5" and a sequel to 
Pixar’s “Finding Nemo." 

Not everyone in Hollywood 
is despairing these days. 
“A blockbuster is just an¬ 
other name for a movie 
a lot of people want to 
see,” Nina Jacobson, who 
helped start the “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” franchise 
while head of Disney’s 
studio, and has since pro¬ 
duced the wildly successful 
“The Hunger Games,” told 
me this week. “A movie 
like ‘Life of Pi’ is big, visual 
and international but not 
remotely cynical or safe. 
‘Silver Linings Playbook,' 
‘Django Unchained,’ 
‘Argo’ and ‘Ted’ are not 
typical blockbusters but 
were still very profitable. □ 



Johnny Depp in “The Lone Ranger” set to release in summer 2013. Hollywood, increasingly reliant on big-budget spectacles that 
make hundreds of millions of dollars, may be headed over a blockbuster cliff. 

(Walt Disney Pictures via The New York Times) 














